iS - S 4 
- -=w ” = 
Ec 24— 4 +4 "te; & Rag” 
*% S%YY | -J 22G 
PIs \ Tp %-*L FY 
VET N 49 IE 
i % YO . 


#-&X 
200 7 0 
of . is D®, ” ; > : + 2 
s = wad "Of % ok *% I "4 
> \ ' d (2 . 4 Cr 7 "8 
+ 114.7339, SM 
4 Tas +. TWH#0f __ GE * 
n ” " v5 —_ NY op A Ine 
= 6 S ry 3 IDE 
Fa P þ $ 4 *. | —_ BxY 5» 


- 
4 9. 
<6 +4 "i 
g 7 IT 
* 
+] 
*» 


it handles only Mafters of .Fa&#; ſich. as the 
. Judicial Aﬀts of Commonwealth, tefid Z'nor 
ſuſpet ; that ſome Malicious ©Perfons ; * whoſe | 
Inclinations and Opinions are hereby thwarted , would 
brand it with the Name of Sedicious "and: Anti- 
monarchical; 'ther#ore 7 ſhall: here enter: my" Pro- 
"re/tation 'againſt "ſuch malicious *Aſjer ſions ,' by decta- 
rin , That nothing herein mentioned has the leaſt 
defign to leſſen the Duty and Obedience” of Subjetls 
toward their Princes. ' And 1 do» fencerely\abbop;the 
"Principles of thoſe \Men', who» make fo «bat 
"account ' of their "Duty ,"that: upon "the traſfi private 
Diſgaft or Diſcontent; do"invent & thouſand \Calunmios | 
' te: the diſcredit of their Prince. wit w/oience 2 
| | A ae er raver © A Be. 
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ot the” puviick Good , as they would 
6. 5 men I take, to be ſuch ' as the Her 
© >, SPerer and S. Jude ſpake of , when they ſaid, God 


þ 6 s, nd brings 
many things "to: paſs in the Aﬀfairs of Princes ; %, 


3 Rights, Suc Tenures, we ſhoald find ſo many 

Eb _ thwls aud difficulties with which they are perplext, 

E bod. 3t mould be impoſſible to reconcile them. - 

> And this ismy Opinion for true and quiet Obedience ; 

b; .nud. yet on the other fide, I am @ f off from the 
het; and wicked. Flatteries of faich-as affirm. Princes 

tt: be\ ſubjet. to-no Law or Limitation, either in ow 
"ut hority ,* Government, .or Succeſſion; as thi by 

2 Netw they had been' created Kings from the begin- 

= wing of the World; or as thi the Commonwealth bad 

” .  - feemmade forthemgnd not they for the Commonwealth ; 

E-; wr thh- they had begotten or purchaſed , of given 
 -  dife to the Publich, and not. that. the Publick had 
= exiled” them; or given them. their Authority, H0- 
E- -nours and Dignity.. . | | 

pi oe One | Theſe; 
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Thef'; ind ork ts, ave vhs did Pr 
which " me" Mer have writ in flattery of "Prin 
who ty my Opinion deferve no Cimmeudation or Ae 


- ward, fince ſuch Aﬀertions deftroy all Law, Reaſon, | 


Conſcience ud Conmonwealths '; -auil 0 Grin all to 
fuch an” abſolute Tyra ry #5 10 Reihn "ver dial; or 
could'ſuffer,”" no net under the Dominion of the Turk 


kimfelf- at this day , where ſome proportion of Equity 


is held betw:en the Prince and People®, — in 
Government and Succeſſion, tho nothing, near TS 77 
as i Chriſtzan Kingdoms. 
"It s therefore the intent of the enſui Tre 
to evince, that our Predeceſſors have gory 
Slaves to their Kings, as ſome" men would; re er 
us ; and that the Depofition of King James," "4 rants 
it to be ſo, and waving the a 
Abdicarion ) is 10 new -andl wiheard \of AV th 
we hope to make appear beyond all doubt or exception. 
For if we can prove , that moſt CIriffidn Commeon- 
wealths have (upon juſt and reaſonable Cauſes, ' ave bo 
prevent Tyranny and Op preſſion + Y*: Exeladed Printet 
from Reigning ; \when their Title by 
apparent ; and alſo Depoſed Evil Princes , when they. 
had lawful poſſeſſion fo the Crown. If .Commun- 
wealths (1 ſay) have in 'all former Ages exerted this 
ample ''and tranſcendent Feriſdiftion,, Ophiat Reaſon 
7 inable is there why they ſhould" hott do fo:ftilt; 
__ ſave themſelves from Pablick ram and" deſo 
hed by refiſting and. removing their: eu "Feats, 
whenſorver they ' are: able. ſo to' do; fince*Goll "hath 
woruderfubly concurred (for the maſt nd pr '} apiHth\ fhck 
Fualicial Adts' of rhe Cotimompedlt gs po thetr 
Bvil Kings , mot only 'in proſpe 


hy gfuing them alſo Eon notable k air 
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i". on CE he Bade of Fa wy ect] sf .@s 58. dw 
” \  dent<by. the. falawing "Examples »: and alſo by this. 
F laſt of *our. own Country , where in place 'a King, 


- thats exdeauored uothing.. {o:, much a the utter ſub 
5 wy «of our \anciept. and fundamental. Wow, and 


ling us ta the unſufferable Toke of the: 


Be Jl <ons: CT fay) it. has. pleaſed God to. bleſs. us 
BE one (as it were in token. of . bis approbatjan 
E. © enndare ef rgecedings) who. deſigns. nothing but - the 
OO enjverſal ior Sg Welfare of the Nation, as 
is; _—_— fince..in. fix Months he. has 'confirm'd 
| | fi tho Laws and Conſtitutions ,_ which 


4.60 Jears undermining ; 


his Negative Yoite. 
dud, We: may fend the ſame Meſſage to the late 
King. James ;), which, the States of France ſent \unto 


be. lib.6. Caper g" by \Excly on, which, Gerard theiFrench 
; | orian records in theſe Words: | Every. Man 
WS ( Lord Famer, Jethar the.Crown and Realm 
; d- .Scatand belong'd unto. you , 
aocardiog.to tho:« ardinary Law. of, \Succeſſion; bur 
yer. the SN Fans. Laws which gave unto: you this 
- Righr\of Dominion .,\ have judgd..you -alſo un: 
vorthy'of the, fame , being. you . haye not endea- 
| eur, Life ,- and govern your 
ing+$0,the preſeripr.” 0 thoſe Laws, 
theſe; and 67 ws of --yottr 
DEE naraad 5. on rather have allyed your 
4 T. ;NFond BOO our.old and-inve- 
' he es... * terate. 
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Har ties, - the. extirpation of ogr. Religion. ;* Sg T 
Rome; 9wr O/d and —_— Enemies :. Dead of 


his: Fre ave | 
who-inſtea df Julpending Laws,  has.only Juſpentte -» 


IR Chartes of \Locain(, caſter. their, Eleion of... Hugh 
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' of England, we have 'a 


Conlciences atalt;" 


I am 


/s Tt was a wiſe Saying of the Emperour Valentinian, ; 4 


/ 
d/* 1 


have forſaken and'*a 


bandon'd\and: left yow, 
and*r n 


Ho'a | ; 
ing, 
without, any {crupk ' or- prejudice fo 
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Conlriences eeming it far betterand« 
juſt & live 'uhder WILLIAM the'preſent 
ſeſſour” of the Crown,” 'with' enjoyment of "tip s 
ancient Laws ; Cuftoms, Priviledges and: Liber)  -- 
than under you the Inheritour by Propinquity of -+ 
Blood , in Oppreſſion , . ſtrange Cuſtoms , and ' 
Cruelty. ; 3 

This s the Speech made by Command of the States o 
to Charles of Lorain, (the Name and few other 3 
Circumſtances only varied) giving their Reaſons why 
they had excluded him, which in my Opinion are very 
weighty ones , and ſuch as ought to be confidered h 
all Commonwealths before Admiſſion of their Princes : - 
For as thoſe who are to-make a-Voyage--in-a-Ship 
upon a dangerous Sea, do not ſo much reſpeft, whether 
the Pilot who is to guide the Stern be the Owner of 
the Ship or not ; but rather whether he's skilful , and 5Y 
likely to bring them ſafely to their defir d Haven, © * +, 
or to drown them amongſt the Waves : Even ſo our 2 
principal Gare ought to:be, that we have a good Prince 
to lead and wide us happily in this way of Civil aud 
Polatick Life which is the end why Princes and Gover- 
uoart were appointed. 


viz. Digna vox eſt Majeſtate regnantis, Jegibus. ſe 
alligatum fateri ; 7t is a Speech worthy of the Majeſty - 
of him that Reigns , to confeſs himſelf bound unto 4" 


-» 


Laws. And the contrary Saying” of the Tyrant” 3 
ge Po aius. 2 
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VINDICATION, | 
| OF THE. \Y 
Parliamentary Proceedings 


AGAINST 
The Late King JAMES the Second. 


how various and different mens Sentiments are 

concerning this great and happy Revolution; 
they who have been ſo injurious to their Country, as 
co aſſiſt and further the pernicious Deſigns of the 
late King, cannot but exclaim againſt thoſe who have 
ſo timely fruſtrated their arbitrary and damnable 
Devices. Orhers there are, who have induſtriouſly 
labour'd to intimate to the late Government-, how 
ſubſervient they would be to its ends, when it 
would think fir to employ them as Actors in a 
National Tragedy. Ir cannot therefore be expeted 
that aty thing tapgb can be ſufficient to ſilence 
the Clamours of - ſuch Men, whoſe Opinions are ſtill 
broader or narrower than their Conſciences ; bur 
always ſquaring with their Intereſts; who endea- 
your to deſtroy the Publick Oy, by their oppoſt-- 


JT is certainly obvious to the meaneſt Capacity, 
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tion tothe preſent Government,as they. did by their 

_ - For th& it hath been reputed as the Characteriſtick 
of a good Govyernment,7bj quiſquis,quod vellet, ſentit, 
& quod ſentit, ditere Jicet 5: yer it nauſt be taken with 
due reſtriftions: For as it is unreaſonable and inju- 


Jau$ to peffecite Men'toy the urerlofs of thei 
Nos a fokoaks <p Ha he4 G6 Hoy 4 
 Sof a Prince, which are notoriouſly repugnant to 
the known and approved Laws and Conſtitutions 
_ of the Nation they live in; ſo it is not. convenient 
for #ny Government-(thd ating b# the ſoundeſt 
Rules of Policy , and endeavouring to the utmoſt 
the Publick good and welfare) to permit Incendiaries 
with an impetuous and unbridled Malice, to mil- 
repreſerit their Actions to the People ; who eaſily 
give Credit ro the moſt abſurd Affertions, if bur 
plaufibly infinuated. And like Herefies in the 
Chureh-, tho built on the weakeſt Foundations, 
potwithſianding the moſt ſolid Reaſons imaginable 
are apply'd | to. ſuppreſs them , often ſpread their 
Contagion ſo univerſally , ' that they threaten rhe 
Peace of the whole Communiry , and are very 
rarely fappreſt , till the Authors are cruſht by the 
weight, of 'the Civil Power: So dangerous a thing 
x is (both to Church,and State) to permit Men £0 
broach Opinions publickly , which rend to alienare 
the Hearts of the Subjes from their Princes. 
_ It was an uſual thing in the Jaſt rwo Reigns, 
ether ro,ryine ſuch as oppoſed the Court Intriegues 
by formal -Fxyals at Law, for Sham-plots and bis dong 
rucies, when the Treafonable Words or Pamphlets were 
for the moſt part ſo evidently true, thar it was pity 
$6 puniſh the Authors. Another Project was fre- 


ig "ig f | ing - w 5 k "= 
ently pragise, Which was to buy: off: ſuch Men © 
-3 4 3: j© k: 


Se, Ty 

hs were rote” than” ordinary 'boldi inrcanvaſing 
ther Deſigns: A” thing necefiry 40''be uled by 
ſuch Princes who would tranſprets the Legal limits 
which, have been prefixt to prevent their Exorbi- 
rances, and haye" refolv'd' 'to acquire an abſolute 
3nd deſpotick Power ; ths it be with'the' hazard of 
rheir own, and the Nations downfal; whoſe Deſigns 


£ 


only want diſcovery to be exploded. | 
Bur in this .preſent Government, where we are 
bleſt with x King thar defigns ts carry on 'the true 
Intereſt of the Nation, (which is ' apparent by his 
many large and advantageous" Conceſlions to 'his 
Pcople, ſince His Acceſſion to the Crown, having 
in a manner ſuſpended his Negative Voice) there is 
no need to practiſe the aforeſaid Stratagems; ſeeing 
he. will have as well the Natural, as the Political 
Strength of ' the Kingdom ,: and may fafely bring 
ſuch Male-Contents to condign Puniſhment. For 
thoſe Men that either Loſt any thing \, or expedted 
to gain any thing by the former Government, will 
in no Wiſe be farisfied without having a ſhare 'in 
this, which I am perſwaded the King does not 
intend to grant. | | 
So that I dire& not my Diſcourſe to any of the 
fore-mentioned Men, knowing they'will be againſt 
Reaſon, as often as Reafon' 1s apainſt "them + But 
there are another ſort of Merf Who highlyapprove 
of our Deliverance ; but not of the Methods by 
which ic was, accomplithd. Whictr is infplicicly} 
th6 not ir dite&t Ferrhs, to Uefire EfeAs lwithour 
their Cauſes; for the Gordian 'Knior iis '262be Cub) 
not untyed. 


B a Now 


 . (Now: it is expedient ;to fſatisfi | 

3 cauſe they; ars' nurgerous,,, and alſa hecaulc, theis 
E.. Diſpuſt- ſptings from- Conſcience or Inadvertency, 
I and not from Prejudice. | 


Firſt then iris obſervable, that many were for ma- 
King Ferms with the late King, and bringing him ta 
a' temper more ſuitable, and. agrecable ro our Laws 
and Conſtiturions. This would have been an admira- 
ble Proje&,it we could have obliged our preſent King 
to return from whence he:came, and be always ina 
readineſs with a ſufficient Fleet and Army to come 
and affiſt-. us , when the late King ſhould again 
invade our Properties. Nay, this would not ſerve 
our turn, unleſs we could entreat the French King 
to lie ſtill with his Fleet, and not obſtrut our 
Second Deliverance. And herein conſiſts the weak- 
neſs of -this Invention , being it requires little leſs 
than mpoſibilities to ſuſtain ir. 

Now one would think , that we above all other 
People, had ſufficiently experienc'd how uncapable 
the moſt exquiſite Laws are to defend us from the 
encroachments of a Prince, whole Inclinations per- 
{wade their violation, and are abſolutely incon- 
Gſtent with his - Religion: So that if we conſider, 
how all the Laws were enacted againſt Papi/ts thar 
. could be devis'd or thought neceſſary , were with 
I the greateſt caſe imaginable eluded and rendred 
F uſele(s; 'twill be natural to conclude , That the 

eans. we have uſed were the only effeual ones 
or-Our, Peace and Happineſs, and that one Re/ſtax- 


ration igengugh in an Age. 
47 | Now 


A 


. ; » here ts IN ron net I ond: ole bet beta mT, l 
4 p X ons. i640 "I 5 F3 . * 
7 ONES v 3% = . } ; 
. \ 
4 o w *=y 
0 4 
4 J 
"FE 4 X a. " # 9+ TY" 
_ nd *. 5 ; 


mw TER 


DO EO UG OY O's IVE. 7 ETD . 
? I NF ad In 4 PR Ks -” 0 ; 
: - . q + hq $6. uÞ : o . 
p 4 F — ' : L. £5 vo 
== - - vs = » , . = 3 as 
; . 

d = ; - " 
«$5.4 4 : F 7 


againſt che Depoſition of the late King, viz. | 
many Kings have been privately Aſſaſfinated ; but 


" that wehear of none who have been publickly Depoſed 


by the Juriſdition of a National Council or Aſſembly, 
without the Limits of our own Kinzdom. pb, 
In Anſwer to which I ſhall endeavour to make 


it appear , That it hath been the practice of all 


Nations, and at all times , to aſſert their Juriſ- 
diction (as we have done) by the Depoſition of 
Evil Princes , whenever they had the means to 
effect it. And we may ſafely bid any of our Neigh- 
bouring Kingdoms . whe have not been in our Cir- 
cumſtances, to caſt the firſt Stone at us.. 

| Now, as previous to our main deſign ,. we ſhall 
lay down-this. Poſition; (and ſhew our Reaſons for 
it) That as Government and. Authority in general 


i from Gad; ſo the particular Forms and- Magiſtrates 


are left to the Eleftion of the. People; that is, Whe- 
ther. they*l have Democracy . which is Popular. Go- 
vernment, by the People it ſelf, as Athens, Thebes, 
and many other Cities of Greece had in old 
times; or as the Cantons or Switzers at this day 
have; or elſe Ari/tocracy, which is the Government 
of ſome certain Choſen number of the beſt ; as the 
Romans many years were - govern'd by Conſu!s and 
Senators , Which the States of Holland imitate at 


this day : .Or elſe Monarchy, which is the Regiment. 


of one, and this of an Emperour, Xing, Duke, Earl, 


or the like. Theſe. particular Forms (I ſay) are noc 


determin'd by God or Nature, as Government. in 
general is; for then they. ſhould. be all one. in all 
Nations, as the other is, ſeeing God and Nature 


are. one to all; but it. is left to. eyery . Nation and 
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they ſhall ke bet; which Ar j#»lo$prevetly theough- 
bur allthe ſecond and fourrh Beoks of his Pol/itieÞ$ 
very largely ; laying down divers kinds of Govyern+ 
tents in his days; as in Greece, thar of the Me 
frans, Lacedemonians, Candiaxs . and others and 
tewerh' the Cauſes of their difference; Which he 
aftributes ro the diverſity of Mens Natures}, Cu- 
ſtoms , Educations , and other ſuch Cauſes , that 
. mclined them ro make Choice ' of {ſuch or ſuch 
And this might be proved alfo by infinite other 
Examples, both of. Time paſt and preſent, and in 
all Nations and Countries, which have nor had only 
differetit - Forms of Govetiment the one from-rhe 
other; buteven'among themſelves, at one time one 
Form, and another ar other rimes. For the Roma#s 
firſt had X7»zs, and after rcjeRing them for their 
"Evil Government, they choſe Conſuls , which were 
'two Governours for every Year, whoſe Authority 
they limited by a ' multitude -of- Senators, which 
were of their Counci];'and theſe mens Power was 
reſtrained alſo by adding 7ribunes of the People; 
-and ſometimes Dzators , and finally they came to 
be pgoverned- laſt of all by Emperowrs. The like 
"may be faid: of Carthage in Africa, and many Cities 
23nd Commonwealrhs of Greece, whicly in divers 
-Seaſons, and upon divers Cauſes, haye taken 
- different Forms of - Government to themſelves. 
7- The like we fe -in Europe at this Day ; Naples 
'hath a X79 fot” its *Sovercign;- Rome , the Pope ; 
[Pexice and Genur live (Senators and Dukes ; "but 
-their Dates have little Authority. Florence, Mantan, 
"Parma, Urbin and Stvoy haye- their Dukes only , 
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HMilar:wds onda Kingdom , burinow a -Dukedartd 
Burgundy and: Lorain had: once Xinzs:, and aftet 
Dukes; atid now Xings again. Bohemia and Polonea 
-_ formerly » Dukedoms , and . now are King: 
' | /Fhe like may be ſaid of France, after the expul- 
fion of the Remans, which was firſt a Monarchy; 
under Pharamond their firſt King , and fo continued 
for many years under Clodion, Merovs, Childerik 
and Clodoveuw! their firſt Chriſtian Kings; bur after 
it was divided-into four Kingdoms, one of Pars; 
another of «Soiſſons, the third of Orleance, and the 
fourth of Metz; and ſo it continued for many 
years ; but afterwards it was - one Monarchy 
again. :' Eng/and alſo was firſt a' Monarchy: uns 
der. the: Britains, and then a: Province under 
the Romans , and " after an Heptarchy under : the 
Saxons, and now a Monarchy again under the 
Engliſh. ' 
;. Andall this by Gods permiſfion and approbation, 
who in roken thereof , ſuffered | his own. Peculiar 
People of /rae/ ro be under divers manners. of 
Government in divers Times; as firſt under Pa- 
triarchs Abraham, Iſaac and Facob; then under 
Captains, as Hoes; Foſbra, and the like ; then under 
Judges, as Othniel, Ehud and Gidcon ; thien,under. 
High-Prieſts, as E/y and Samuel; then under. Kings, 
as Saxl,. David, and the reſt ; and then, under Cap 
rains, and High-Pricſts again, as: Zorobadel, Jed 
Machebrus,, and his Brethren:,: until the Governz 
ment! was taken from them, and'they brought: 


Wherefore. 


undes the Power of the Romans. S 
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Commonwealth hath , power to chuſe their--own 
Form of Government, as alſo to change the ſame 
upon reaſonable Cauſes, as we ſhall make appear 
they have done in all. Times and Countries; and 
God no doubt approveth what the Realm deter- | 
mineth in this Point, for otherwiſe nothing could 
be certain ; for on theſe Changes depend the Titles | 
of all Princes and Potentates from the foundation 
of the World; and if they ſhould not be jufti- 
fiable , we muſt condemn as Illegal the Ads and 
Juriſdition of almoſt all rhe Princes and Gover- 
nours that ever have Reign'd , which were great 
fraſhneſs and folly to do. > 
In like manner it is evident, That as the Com- 
'monwealth- hath Authority to .chuſe and ' change | 
her Government, ſo hath ſhe alſo co limit the ſame | 
with what Laws and Conditions ſhe pleaſeth ; from | 
whence enſuerth the diverſity of Power which each 
of the former Governments had; as the Dukes of 
Penice at this day are for their Lives, (excepr in 
certain Caſes , wherein they may be Depoſed ;j 
and thoſe of Gezoua only for two years, and their 
Power is very ſmall. and much limited, and- their 
Heirs have no Claim or Pretence at all after them 
co that -Digniry , as the Children and next of Kin 
of -other Dukes of 7:aly have, th6 in different ſorr 
alſo: For that the Dukedoms of @rbin and Parma | 
are limited only tothe Heirs Males, and for defe&t | 
thereof, to return. to. the Pope or See of Rome. 
Florence and Mantua are to return to the Empire* | 
for like defsas, - and not to: paſs to the Heirs: 
Female, or next of Kin, as Savoy and others do. + 
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' And now if. we reſpe& God and Nature, . as well 

mighr-all theſe Governments follow one Law., as:{6 
different ; for that neither God nor Nature preſcribeth 
any of theſe particular Forms, bur concurrerh with that 
the Commonwealth appointeth ; and fo it is to be be- 
liey'd, That God concur'd as well with 7zaly, when it 
had bur one Prince, as now when it hath ſo many ; 
and the like alſo with Switzerland, winich once was 
one Commonwealth under Dukes and Marqueſles of 
Auſtria, and now are divided into Thirteen Cartons, 
under Popular Magiſtrates of their own; and its 
certain, that God approves of our molt Gracious 
Prince King WL LI 4M, ſince his Election by: 
the People, as he did of the former Princes, while 
the Commonwealth were contented with them : ſo 
as when Men talk of a Natural Prince; or Natural 
Succeſſor (as many times I have heard the Word 
us'd if it be underſtood of one that is Born in 
the ſame Realm or Country , and ſo of our own 
Natural Blood, it hath ſome Senſe, tho he may be 
good or bad., and none have been worſe or more 
cruel many times than Home-born Princes: ) bur 
if it be meant, as tho any Prince had his particular 
Government or Intereſt to ſucceed by Inſtitution 
of 'God or Nature. its ridiculous, for that God or 
Nature giveth it not, as hath been declared ; bur 
the particular Conſtitution of every Common- 
wealth within ir ſelf. 

Now the Government of every Prince is to be 
reſpected according to the benefir that redounds 
to. rhe Subjet , for whoſe good it was ordain'd; 
and when rhe. Subjeds live well and proſperouſly, 
are defended and maintained in Peace , Safety and 
Wealth ; when Juſtice is done my to all ie. 

| rac 
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the” Wicked puniſhed , and the Good 'rewarded ; 
when true' Religion is maintain'd , and. Vertue 
promoted ; this is that which importeth the Realm 
and SubjeAs, and not' where, or in what Country 
the Prince or his Officers were Born, or of what 
Nation, Language , or Kindred they be; for that 
as foon as he is placed in that Digniry , he becomerh 
2Stranger to me, and it availeth me little whether 
he be of my Blood and Country, or not. And I 
may fay, as the People of 7/rael ſaid ro Rehoboam, 
who being King Davids Grand-Son, and of the 
Houſe of Jeſſe, thonght his State aſſured , and ſo 
might oppreſs the People at his pleaſure; Que 
nobis pars in David , vel que hereditas in filio Jeſſe? 
and ſo they left him, and choſe ro be under FJero- 
boam a Stranger. 

For what availed it them that lived in Spazn 
under Fefer the Crue! ; or in England, under 
Richard the Third , commonly. call'd the Tyrant ; 
what cid jt import them, that thoſe Princes 
were of their own Country or Blood , ſeeing they 
did that to rhem , which a Stranger (tho never {o- 
barbarous or cruel ) would ſcarce have done? ' As 
in like manner, What did it import thoſe Noble 
Families of the De /: Pools, Staffords, Planta- 
enets, and others, deſtroy'd by Henry the Eighth ? 

hat avail d ir to them , that the ſazd King was 
not only their Country-man , but their near Kinf- 
man  Whar profit or commodity was it to 7homas 
of Woodſtock , Duke of Gl/oucefter , that he lived 
under King Richard the Second, who was his 
Nephew, or to George Duke of Clarence , that King 
Edvard the Fourth was his Brother ; when both 


were difzrac'd and put te death by them , and _ 
their 
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years? And laſtty, What availeth {it - to Scor- 
land or England, that the late King James was: 
deſcended of them , and born with us, or to the 
preſeat Queen, that he was her Father , when he 
endeavour'd utterly to deſtroy the Peace and 
Tranquility of thoſe Nations , and unnaturally ro 
exclude his Royal Daughter from the. Inheritance 
of theſe Three Kingdoms, to ſet up a ſuſpected 
Child, ' to finiſh the Game which he had begun; fo. 
as we may ſay (as before ; What part have we in 
James, or what [uheritance in the Son of the 
Martyr ? 

And ſo much for this firſt Point, which is the ground 
of all the reſt I havero fay. 

Now ſince we have (as I take it) fully prov'd, 
That no King or Governour hath his Intereſt from 
God or Nature, but from the particular Inſtitutions 
of the Commonwealth; I ſhall proceed to evince 
both by Reaſon and Example , that they have 
Laws and Rules preſcribed by the ſaid Common- 
wealths , by which they are bound to Rule and 
Govern their People. 

Now I do really bclieve , that of all other 
. Governments M»narchy is the beſt, and leaſt ſubjet 
ro the Inconveniences that others are, and that 
Popular Governments are the worſt , and have ſooneſt 
come to ruine ; as may be ſhewed not only by old 
Examples of Greece, Afa-and 4frica, but alſo many: 
Cities in '/taly, as Florence, Bolonia , Siena'," Piſa, 
Arezzo, Spuleto, Perugia, Padua, and others , which 
uporr the fall or diminution of - the Roman Empire 
(under which they wete before) took utito :themw: 
be C2 | ſelyes 


their Lands and Dignities , which perhtips tinder a! 
ſtrange Prince they might have: enjoyed. many; I 
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ſolves Popular: Governments, ' wherein they : were 
toſſed: with continual Sedirions ,': Mutinies, and 
banding' of :Factions;, -and ' could have no end - of 
their Miſeries, until after infinite Murthers and Maſ- 
facres, they came in the end under the Monarchy 
o! one Prince, as at this day-they remain, So 
- where -the Government of -4r/ffocracy took place, 
there were perpctual Diviſions among the Scnarors ; 
as in Carthage, which was the Reaſon that 'Succours 
were not ſent to their Captain Zannibal in 7taly, 
after his ſo great and important Victory at Canna, 
being the preſervation of the Reman Empire, and the 
loſs of their own. As allo afterwards, the Emula- 
tion and Diſunion of the Roman Senators amon 
themſelves in the Contentions of Marius and Silla, 
and of Pompey and Cz/ar, was the occaſion of all 
their Deſtruction, and of the Commonwealth with 
them. 

Now if the Prince who governeth alone , and 
hath Supreme Authority to himſelf, as he reſembles 
God in this point of ſole Command ; ſo could he 
reſemble him alſo in wilt, diſcreet and juſt Govern- 
ment , and in Ruling without Paſſion ; Nothing 
more excelient in the Worid could be defircd for 
the perfe&t Felicity of his Subjects. But becaule 
a King is a Man, as others be, and therefore nor 
only fubje&t ro Errors in Judgment . bur ailo to 
paſlionate AﬀeCtions in his Will; thcreſore it was 
neceſſary that the Commonwealth, as it gave him 
this great power over them, fo it ſhould aſſign him 
the beſt Helps that might be, for direfting and 
retifying both his Will and Judgment, and make 
him as like in Government to God, whom he repre- 
ſenteth, as-mans Frailry can reach unto. 


For 
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aſſiſtance and; direftion of Law.;, Which (Ariffqtle 
faith), i a certain Mind diſquieted with. no diſord;- 
nate Aﬀection, as mens Mind, commonly be ; for that 
when a Law -is made , for the myſt part its upon due 
con/ideratien, and without periurbation'of evil Aﬀeti- 
ons, as Anger, Envy, Hatred, Raſhnels, ' or the /ike 
Paſſions; and it . 13 referred .to ſome grod End and ' 
Commodity. of the Commonwealth ; which Law being 
once made, remaineth ſtill the ſame, without alteration 
or partial Aﬀedion, beinz indifferent to all, ſpeaking 
alike to every Man, in which it, reſembles the Perfe- 
(tion of God himſelf. For which cauſe the ſaid Phi- | 
lofopher ſaith, That he who joyneth a Law to govern Aviftt.lib.z.. 
with the Prince , joyneth God to him; but he that 3 
Jeyneth to the Prince his Aﬀections, joyneth a Beaſt : 
So that a Prince Ruling by Law is more than a Man, 
or a man Deified; and a Prince Ruling by his Will ,_ is 
lefs than a Man, or a man Brutified. In another 
place the ſame Philoſopher faith, That a Prince who ,,;p,, 1... 
leaveth Law, and Raleth himſelf aud others by his cap.2. 
Appetite, is of all Creatures the worſt, and of all Beaſts 
the meſt furtous and dangerous : For that nothing is ſo 
outragious as Injuſtice Arm'd, and no Armour is ſo 
ſtrong as Wit and Authority ; the firſt he hath as Man, 
the other as a Prince. | 

For this cauſe all Commonycalchs have preſcribed 
Laws unto their Princes, whereby to govern as by.a 
molt excellent, certain and immutable Rule; ro F 
which ſenſe Cicero ſaid, Leges ſunt invent, ut omnt- 1 jv., ome! © 
bus ſemper una, & eadem w3ce loquerentur., For which 
reaſon they have been called by Philoſophers a Ru/e 
or-Square inflexible : Bur: the Prophet David (who 
was alſo a;King). ſeemeth to call them by the Name 


. 
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of Diſcipve; for that as Dilcipline keeps/-all the 


thew how ſeverely God exacteth- this agg Princes 
| hands, he uſes theſe Words; - And" wl8* 7earn ye 
Kings , and be inftrutted 'ye' Princes of the Earth + 


Serve God in fear, and rejoyce in him with trem- 
bling. Embrace the Diſcipline , leſt he enter into 
wrath, and ſo ye periſh from the way of Righteouſneſs. 
Which Words being ſpoken by a Prophet and a 
King , contain many Points worthy of Confidera- 
ron : 

As firſt, That Kings are bound to learn Law. and 
Diſcipline : Secondly , To obſerve the fame with 
great humility and+-fear of Gods Wrath : And, 
Thirdty, That if they do nor, they ſhall periſh from 
the wiy of Rightcouſnels. As it the greateſt 
Plague imaginable to a Prince were to loſe the Way 


of Righreouſneſs, Law and Juſtice, in his Govern- 


ment; and to pive himſelf over to Paſſion and his 
own" Will; whereby he is ſure to: come to Ship- 
wreck. Y | 

From like Authority, and for like Conſideration, 
have come the Limitation of all Kings and Kingly 
Power, in a!l Times, and in all Countries , both 
couchine themfelves, their Poſterity and Succeſſors. 
Which” is* apparent im''the two moſt Renowned 
States of the World ; that of the Romans and Gre- 


' cians, who both began with Kings bur yer with 


far different Laws, and Reftraintsabour their. Aurho- 
riti £ 2151501970 Li Ni 1 = Sos 
0'Forin" Rome, the Kings that ſucceeded Romnlushad 
grear Authoricy, but'yct- their Children, or next-in 
Blood , 
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and Peapler, bo apof the Three moſt excellent 


"none of 1 


certain ; bur yer, their Power was fo reſtrain'd by . 


. Laws , and' reſtraining their Kings Power , wvzz. 
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that enſued. immediately after Romulus, viz. Numa ,,,.. .. * 
Pompilins; | Tubius Hoſtilius , and Targuinns Priſcas, gs. © 
iam. were of the, Blood Royal,,, nor of 
Kin tO». *aQother » Rory. ET, Romans born; but 
choſen, rather | from amoeg. Strangers , | for their 
Verrue and Valour. In Greece, among the Lacede- 
»onians,, Which was the moſt eminent Kingdom ar 
that time, the Succeſſion of. Children was , maſt 


the Ephori, as they , were: not only checked. and 
chaſtned by them , if occaſion ſerved, bur alfo De- 
prived, and ſomerimes put to Death. For this Cauſe 
Ariſtotle did juſtly miſhike this eminent Juriſdiction 
of the Epheri over . their . Kings:;. but yet. we fee 
hereby what Authority the Commonwealth had in 
this caſe, and what their meaning was in .making 


thereby the more to bind them todo. Juſtice.. _.,, -: 

We may repeat a multitude of | ſuch Examples, in. 
Heaghen Kingdoms, but being they -may be rejected, . 
as being no Preitlent for us , we ſhall haſte to ſhew, 
How Chriſtian Kinzdoms have limited cheir Princes. 

Now, if we conſider the Rowau Empire . as it is. 
at this day annexed to. the. German Electors ; tho is 
be the firſt in Dignity among(t. Chriſtian: Princes, 
yet we ſhall ſee it fo reſtrained by particular Laws, | 
as the Emperour cannot do ſo mnich as other Kings; 
for he.can neither make War , nor..exact any. Mony - 
but: by the free leave. and. conſent of. the Germas . 
Dyer or Parliament; and.asfor his Children, or next 
of Kin, they have no Intereſt or Pretence to ſucc 


ins thcus Fachers Dignity , bur only by fee Elettion, 
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if they thall be thought” worthy" Nay, 
chicfelt Points 'rhat the Empergue muſt Swear at 
 - his Entranceis. That he will never go about to make 
-lid.8. the Dignity of the Empire Peculiar or Hereditary 
to his Family, bur leave it to' the EleQors (free in 
their power) to chuſe his'Succeſſor, according to the 
Law made by Pope Gregory the Fifth , and- the 
Emperour Charles the Fourth. 

The Kingdom of Polonia is much of the ſame 
Semen: —TDAnner With the Empire, both for irs reſtraint of 
þ.3.bit.Ple, Power, and ſucceſſions of its King , for they have 
| great Limitations, being they can do nothing of 
great moment without the conſent of certain Prin- 
cipal Officers, called Palatines or Caſtellans'; neither 
may their Children ſuccced them , unleſs they are 
Choſen; as in the Empire, in Spain, France and Exg- 
land , the Priviledges of Kings is much different 
fromthe former. 

The Kings of Spain and France have greater 
Power than the Kings of Erg/and; for that every 
Ordination of theſe two Kings is Law it felf , 
without the Approbation of the Commonwealth : 
Bur in the Point of Succeſſion ir appeareth, that the 
reſtraint is far greater in thoſe 'two Countreys than 
in England; for in Spain the next of Blood cannot 
ſucceed, but by a new Approbation of the Nobility 
and Biſhops of the- Realm, as 'ir is expreſly ſer 
down in the two Ancient Councils of Toledo the 
ath and 5th. In France the World knows , that 
Women are not-admitted to ſucceed in the C rown, 
be they never ſo near in Blood, neither any of their 
Iſſue, th6 it be Male. For which cauſe Edward the 
Third of England, thd-he were Son and Heir rorhe 
Daughter of France'; whoſe: three Brothers were 
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the Fourth,:yer was he.pu b the Crown, .an ” 
Philep de V1 — Eng of. Philip .the 47H” 
prefere'd to it by general Conſent of the whole Par- 
ligament of Pars. And tho the Salzc Law is not 
very ancient., 2s/ the French themſelves do confeſs, 
and much leſs made by Pharamoand their firſt King, 
or in thoſe ancient Times, as ſome without ground 
do affirm; yet we ſec its ſufficient to bind all Princes 
and Subjeds of that Realm to obſerve the ſame, and 
alcer the.courſe.of Natural Deſcent and. Nearneſs of 
Blood ,- as we::have ſeen.; bur ſuch things are-not. 
ſuffered in Eng/and, for that our Lawsare otherwiſe, 
which were made by the Commonwealth. 

By all which it is manifeſt, that moſt Kingdoms 
have different Laws and Cuſtoms, both as to. their 
Authority and Succeſlion ; and it, is not enough for 
a man to alledpe bare propinquity of Blood, for that 
he may be excluded for (everal other Reaſons, which 
we ſhall hereafter diſcus. 

I know it hath been confidently aſſerted by ſome 
baſe Flatterers, thar in all fucceſſive Monarchs the 
Heir ſhould: enter by title of Birth , without condi- 
tion, conſent, or approbation of the Realm ; as alſo 
without Coronation Oath, or Obligation to fulfil 
any Law, or to obſerye any .Priviledges of Church 
or Stare; - Theſe are-rhings which only ſerve to ter- 
rifie the People; and ſet them more- againſt his En- 
trance, than to adyance his Title. 

Another of their Propoſitions is, That albeit the 
Heir apparent, which-is nextby Birth to.any, Crown, 
thould be; _ [9; jd patent or. unfir to goyern,;, or 
if it ſhould be known, that he were moſt Malicious 


and Wicked. and ' ſhoultd.po about'to deſtroy. thc 
4. ; D Common- 


ſole Heir ro. her; Father Philip, =» 
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mitted”. withour : edntradiction*ir6 bis Tnhbericghct) 
which God and Nature hath deſigned him ; and his 
direttion, Lene or, puniſhrfient, muſt only*be' re- 
rmjjtres 6d atone ; or 3 pe wg or Common 
He (os PARENT DL 1 51; © IK 
"fo (one Would: _ ſhouſd ben 
fiver&d,, bur” contemn'd by any. Rational 
man, who tegards the end why all Commonwealths 
and: Kingdoms,” and all Govertiments were" ordained 
x doo and Nature, atid-not the flattering or adoring 
ay one miſerable Man, / who hall endeayotir to 
deſtroy | the whole.” 

Bur'to come co the- particular Marrer we are to 
treat of, whit is! What is'to be attributed. ro Suc- 
edfi6't 'Pre nquity of Birth alone ?' | 

I" Firſt' Ire, '] am perſivaded thar Succeſſion 
is much-t6 be preferred , not for thar- it wanterh all 
all ifficulties and Inconveniences ; but like as be- 
fore T' have ſhewed of rhe particular Government 
of Monarchy in reſpe&@ of other Forms, viz that 
it "Wthted not all, bur had "ſewer Inconveniences 
than other Forms of Regiment have; ſo 1:ſfay alſo 
of this, . Thar rh6 ſome Incotveniences are / not 
watiting i in Succeſſion ; yet they are:commounly ar 
te and fewer, than would follow by iricer Elefhion 
which is ſubject: to' greati/hgd ebarinitd-danpeeivf 
Ambition, Ennlation! Birifety and-Sedirion, Sant 
do evidently threaters Wemunivertal deſtruRion and 
deſvlation of the whaltBadyiatthe Dearlrof every 
Prince,” Which Inconvenien&a fave pet arent -Suc- 
eeffisnt?) 007 072% 54 1803 NWOPA 4G E 

| Secondly, The Piince: who! is it-pteſent -olelion, 
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takes care to leayertheRealm-ingead order; as 2 
Husbandinan' doth to Till and Manure the, Ground, 
which-is his own,and muſt remain t his Poſterity, 
5 'Thirdly,:/There are. lc{s-altcrations. in Common: 


commonly retains the: {ame Friends, Counlellors 
and Officers which his Father had beſare him , and 
often purſues the ſame Actions and Intentions. 

Fourthly, He that entreth by Succeſſion, is cither 
born a Priace, .or hath been much reſpe&ed: for his 
T'ale 'to the Crown , and bringeth leſs Paſſions bf © * 
Hatred, Emulation, Anger, Envy or Revenge againſt 
particular Men, (for that'no man durſt offend him) 
than he who entreth only by Elon ; for.he having 
been a Subject- and: equal to others | before; his Ad- 
yancement,and therefore had contention with, many, 
eſpecially about his Eleftion , which he will ſeek ro 
revenge when he is in Authority. As. on the other 
ſite allo;-fach as were his Equals before will bear 
him [cf 'rofpeet;,, and be more unwilling-to obcy 
tiim,'than-if by -Birth he had been their Sovereign. 

Now. 25 by Succeflion we remedy the difficulties 
of Elcfion, yet there remains one great and mani- 
feſt Inconveniency i in the formcr;:;namely., ghar 
fome unapt', , #mpment., or evil Prince; may, Plter 
enter by [priority of Blood,which is to be x PEE 
by adding Election | Conſent and. Approbation of 
the Realm ro Succeſſion ,;.ſb as, Succeſſion by, Ele- 
ion, ' and Election: by : Succeſſion Will; ib help' 
and the one\tnadea. Proterviariye and Beuedy agat 
theorher, "ad chis:is::the wiſdbm and Thigh Fe 
left: by. God'and Nature to evary Commonweal 


for their-own \Goalſervatidn. and :Mainrenapes Ty 1þ 
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_ every Mai ee ov [of-Paſſion] will or only 
* allow; but alſo commetid:the fame; © 
Now we ſhall proceed and ſhew what Incerelt 2 
Prince. hath betore. hes Crown'd: or Admitted by 
F the Realm ; which'I* take robe the 'Tame-as the 
A King of the Romans harh to rhe. German Empire, after 
F his Election, and before he is*Crown'd.: Or to uſe 
a more familiar Example to Engliſhmen as the Mayor 
of Lndon hach to the Majoralty, after he is Choſen, 
and before he is admitted or taken his Oath. For 
as this Man in rizour is not-truly Mayor , nor hath 
his Juriſdiction before his Oath and Zdmiſſion : nor 
the other properly Emperour before his Coronation ; 
ſois nor the Heir truly King, though his Predeceſſor 
be dead, and ' he next in Succeſſion , until he is 
Crown'd 'or Admitted by the Commonwealth ; 
tho for better keeping of Order, and avoiding 
Tumulrts and Confuſion , moſt Commonwealths 
thar have their Princes by Succeſſion , have con- 
ſented, that from the Death of the former Princes 
41l Marrers of 'Government ſhall paſs in the Name 
of rhe Succeſſor, (if his Succeſſion be clear / under 
ſuppoſition of the Confirmation and Approbation 
ot the Commonwealth afterwards. 
'Naw'as for the Princes of Enzland,-it's expreſly 
notcd by Enghſh Hiſtorians , thar-ir only hapned: on 
Henry 'the Fifth , among all his Predeceſfors , - 
have Homage done unto- him beforc his Conttatiog 
3nd. Oath raken , and that for the exceeding Love 
| Þy Aﬀettion- the People had for . him... ; W wow 
EL, f. writeth in” theſe: words::.-Arince Henr' 
--onitutaad F vhs Wi bad finifor br Fathers Funeral ,- cauſed g 
| Parliament to be convend at Weſtminiter ,. yd 
whiff Conſultation was bad png a,4 tothe, bet] 
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free wills began to Swear Obedience and Loyalty i 
bim: Which demonſtration of love and good will. was 
never ſhewed to any Prince before , 
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until he "was 
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of Succellion,,. as it Wat Riffus | $4 xc&cded. 
the. 'Conquerour, and King Hor the Firft his Bro» 
_ Un vg Stephen, Rinp' Jobs "and Sthiery, Who 
i waa Admiſſion of the Realm, were Aids "ohajs agaj = 
ey. So Si of Succeſſion. ' To thels "we 
Henry and Edward, both Sitnanied rhe Fourth he: 
* Entrances to the Crown, if we well confider ,, we 
ſhall find Far. both of them founded the beſt and 
$= "_ of their. Titles u upon! the EleQtion and 

nent of -the People : 'And* both of 'them- having 
Remorſe, of Conſcience ar their dying. days, being 
they, {Pur ſo many Men to death for ' maintenance 
of the their Rights : and Titles, had no better way to 


Wa their own Minds, bur by thinking they 
m 


plac'd. on the Thtone by the Voice -of the 
I 2, and conſequently. night hwfully defend 
L” Hep fame, and punifh tuch as intended to deprive 


we Thall find thar fuch Kings as 'wers 

Tir "and had the leaſt'doubt' or fafpicion 

of of Trout about the Title after their Deaths, have 

Eauſe; Res Sons'to be Crown'd in their own os 

re_to that, than' to their Tithe b frm 

&; y were "never fo lawfully and ally 
d of this Þ* could alledge'man 

ly in in 


ple pug, Y, divers Countreys bur ſpeciall 
| ie laft Line ,of Caperus came ro th 


( h'C himſ ocurcd” Ro 
| NEO bg kf og ape 
Wo did-rhe hg his y6unpe eſt 'Sori” #764. 


exry alſo did entreat the States of France ' to 
Admit 


HE reqgn 5 we lodk into'the Actions 6f Princes 


I own'time; ard whis/RingySon> Lewis, rdidh thi 
Annie tobork his' Sons , firftwo- Philip, amd after bis 
dentis- to - Leiw's 'the younger. ; .And::for:the fanje 
cau(e;the Prince of 'Sazmiis Swore andcailmitned by 
the Realne, Uuringihis Fackiers Reign. i: [Fbe dame 
Confiderarion alſo moved KirlgDavid;ro:Grown4iis 
Son Solomon in his own days. oo none n 
And finally our King Zenry the Second. of E 

land, conifidering the alteration the Realm had: 

in admitting King” Stephen before him ,; againſt che 
order of Lineal Succeſſionz and: fearing; the like 
might happen after him, cauſed his eldeſt Son Henry 
to be Crowned in his life time:. But this Device 
had bur ill ſucceſs, for King ZZerry. the younver- 
made War upon King Henry .the; elder; and/por- 
both the Kings of France and Scotland ; :and many 
Nobles both of Englard and Normandy to take his 
part; for- which cauſe 'ris probable, thar-this'rhing- 
has nevet ſince that time beenus'd iin England Bur 
yet hereby irs evident, /what the/Qpinion: 6, Hhe- 
World was in thoſe. days of the forte: af [Carona- 
tion and' Admiſſion of the Commonwealth, and-liow 
lirtle rhe propinquity of: Blood prevailed: withotr. 


K. GC , +490 JUQ OiuS C61 

'' I -right bring' infinite Examples from: che; (Gre- 
+ians and. Romans to: this purpoſe ; but' char \itmagy 
be objected , that they: are. tov old and  farfarech'd 
"Examples, and ought not to be Prefidents tows in; 
theſe Ages. Wherefore I ſhall only; give ſome fow- 
[Exatnplesof rhe Jews, being they. wene Gags. ; 
\People; atid fo fic -Prefidents:For' us tofallgw; and. 
[then haſten co thoſe of farer Times. | ' - 8.2 
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2 is Eacher- old and: ready to dye ;" had call'd rv 


ful Kihg, and conſequently: gave him all the Kingly 
every iy Benefits. and: Pies belonging ta 
thac degree and ſtate; whereof one was , Thar his 
'Children' ſhould ſucceed after him in the-Crown ; 
yer after his. death ;; God ſuffered not any of his 
Generation to ſuccced: him, tho': he left: behind a 
numerous Iſſue; and among others ;: //þhboſheth a 
'Prince of 40 years'old , whom Abzer the General 
Captain of that Nation follow'd for a time as their 
lawful Lord. and Maſter -by Succeſſion -,- until God 
check'd them for ir, and induc'd them to. rejet 
him, and to receive David, newly eleted King, 
who was a Stranger by Birth, and no Kin to the 
King deceaſed. 
Now if any one ſhall-fay, chat jt was for the Sin 

'of Saul, whom God had rejected, 1 do confeſs it, 
-and yer it makes nothing againſt our purpoſe , being 
'we: do-not pretend that a Prince, who is next in 
Blood, can juſtly be pur back , unleſs for bis own 
defets; or thoſe of his Anceſtors. And'it's to be 
noted, 'That Forathan (who: was a good Man , and 
'much-' praiſed in Holy Writ ) being ſlain in the 
Bartle; and leaving-a Son named Mephiboſheth, who 
was alſo put back, tho' by nearneſs of Blood he 
-had great intereſt in the Succeſſion; and'much before 
David, and” thar only ' (for ought appears); upon the 
account of Sau! his Grandfather. 22, IE 
.- Aﬀer - David ſucceeded Solomon , who was his 
Younger and tenth. Son, and the fourth- only by 
1Bathſbeba., tho' Addnijah the; Heir apparcyr, ſecanp 


of .the. great Men of that State ;) both Spiritua 
:Temiporal., intending to have proclaimed himſelf ©. 
Heir | 


a a oh « ” 
of 


; of WW 


Heir apparent [tothe ;Crown.; but Reb frkes | A 
Nathas the Propher coming to the old Sia "5 2 
lay on his Bed, put him in-mind of. his Promiſe to, 
Bathſheba, made for preſcrring of Hex Fon ;.telling 
him, , ( which pleaſed him well.) Qzod occuls totins- 

irate! 7» eum reſpicerent, ut indicaret ei, quis ſederet 

in 'ſolio ſuo poſt-ipſum. Which was as much as' to 
ſay, That the whole Commonwealth referr'd it to his 
- choice , which of his| Sons ſhould: Reign after him. 

Upon theſe -Reaſons-and Perfwaſions the old, King 

was content they ſhould take .So/omon out of hand, 

and pur him on the Kings own Mule, and carry 

him about: the Streets of Fera/a/em , accompanied 

with his Guards ,; and- crying with found of 'Trym- 

pets,. Long-{zve King-Solomon. - ,; Ted a S, Re 


» 


Hereby we may learn ,, That theſe. and the/like 
determinations of the People , about admitting or 
refuſing of -Princes, to Reign or not [to Reign qver 
them, when their Deſigns are to.good Ends, and 
for.juſt Reſpedts and Caules,, are allowed, HL 
God:; and many times are his own.. ſpeczal. Drift: 

- and Difpoſitions , tho they ſeem ro come from 
Man. - - 

: Whereof- there: can be no more, evident Proof, 
than "that which enſed afterwards to Prince Reho- 
boam, the lawful Son and Heir to King Saloxron,, who 
refuſing to rake away ſome hard and. heavy Impo- 
ſitions, laid on. the People by Solomon . his Father , 
loſt" ren -of the twelve Tribes , who, refuſed to 
admit him for \their. King'; but | choſe rather; one 
Feroboam that) was: ;mcer Stranger , and God al 
lowed thereof, as the-Scripture in. expreſs we 
reſtifies For: when: Rehoboam took him(c -to 

| nily-injur' ,\would .by Arph: hays, pur vg. 
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Thouſand choſen Souldiers to reduce the Rebels 
(as. he called them) to their Obedience.” God 
appeared ''tq one Semia , an holy Man, and com- 
manded him to go to the Camp of Rehobvam , and 
tell them ., thar they ſhould not fight againſt their 
Brethren , who had choſen another King , bur thar 
every Man ſhould go to bis Houſe , and live quietly 
under. the rap. Sgt had choſen , and ſo they did; 
2nd this was the' end of that *Tumule which God 
for the Sins of Solomon had permitted and allowed 
of. 

"And thus much I thought pood ro: relate: con- 
b cerning the Jewiſh Commonwealth, for thatit may 
- give light to all the reft'T am'to treat'of; for if 
is God permitted and allowed! this in his own Com- 
: monweal, that-was to be the Example and Pattern 
: of all others that ſhould enſue , no doubt but he 
__ p. 19-24 rhe ſame in other Realms, when-juſt 
b, _ &ccafion offers, either for his Service , the good-'of 
rhe People', or for the puniſhment of the Sins and 
Wickednefs of ſome Princes, that the Line of Suc- 
ceſſion ſhould be altered. ghd 
'* Now then, to paſs on further, and to begin with 
the Kingdom of Spain; which hath had 'three- or 
# four Races of Deſtents of Kings, as France alſo-and 
Firſt Race. England have had; And the firſt Race was from 

the Gozbs, which began their Reign in Spain after 
/ the expulſidh; of the Romans; abour the year! of 

D:3f-4't6 ,- ro whom the Spaniard referreth allhis 
| obific , 3S the French doth toithe German Franks, 

At Fs 4p to the Saxoms',: whocentred France 
mn in the"ſatne Ape';/'2s the others, did 
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Three hundred: years, until Sptiv' was Joſk-unto 2 
che Moors, - A” 10 nth S114 noo | 
«The >ſecond Race \is- from Don Pelage, that. wag $294 Race, 
choſen firſt King of Aufria , after the deſtrudtion 
of the Kingdom by the Moors., about the yearof 
Chriſt 517 ; which Race continued , and - atlded' 
Kingdom unto- Kingdom for the ſpace of Three. 
hundred years ; until the year: of Chriſt 10345; 
when. Dox Sancho, King of Nawarre, . got-the Eark-. 
dom of Aragon-and Caſbile , and made them King: 
doms , dividing them among, his Children, to his: 
ſecond Son Dor Ferdinandls , Sirnamed: afterwards: 
The Great; he gave not only. the Earldomr of -Ca- 
fſtilia, but by Marrying, alſo'the- Siſter of : Don Ders+. 
mudso ., -King- of Leon and Aſturia, he joyned- ail 
thoſe Kingdoms together; and. fo from that Day 
began the third Race of the Kings of Navarre to. 
Reign in-Ca/tile, and fo endured for :Five hundred 
years, until the year of Crit r540';; when: the 
Houſe of Auſtria entred tro Reign by Marriage of 
the Daughter of Do» Ferndinando , Sirnamed The | 
Catholick ; and this -was the fourth Race: of - the; Fourth Race. } 
Spaniſh Kings after the Romans. | | WT 
Now in theſe four Ranks of Regal Deſcents, (4 
divers Examples may be alledged for my purpoſe ; , 
yer I ſhall paſs by my firſt Race , for that its-evi- 
dent. by the Councils of 7oledo, which were held . 
in tho. Times, "That expreſs Ele&ion 'was joyned 
with Succeſſion; for in the 47h Council of 7oleds, 
Cap.-74. are theſe Words , Let .nuo man among. us. 
ſuatch the Kingdom by preſumption ; but the former.: 
King being dead, let the 'Nobility ofe the Kingdom, 
together with. the. Prieſts and: Clergy , appoint: the: 
Succelſour of the Kingdom by Common Council. ' Which: 
- 41 E 2 2M 
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Third Race. 
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k pbro. Moral. | 
k13- cap.d. young and unable ro. govern; and this Alonſo 
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epon the Kingdom by preſumption of Succeſſion idlone ; 
Vat Tet ibe Tore Spiltual Sa EZ ; by .Com- 
on Voice , fee what's. beſt for the: Weal publick. 

: Don Pylav (the firſt King after the; deſtruQtion of 
the Kingdom by the Moors) died , and left a Son 


- -- named Don Favila, who was King after his Father, 


and; Reigned two years, afres whoſe Death. none 
of this Children were admitted for King , th6 he 
leſt many; but Don Alonſo was choſen by the 
unanimous Conſent of the Gothi/h Natian; and for 
no other Reaſon, but that the Kings Sons were 


proved an excellent King, and as Sebaſtianns , 
Biſhop of Sa/amaxcha (who lived in the ſame time) 
writes , was for his Valiant Acts Sirnamed 7he 
Great. 

To this Famous Don Aloyſo ſueceeded his Son 
Dox' Fruela, who was a Noble King: for Ten years, 
and had many. great Victories over the Hors ; but 
after declining to Tyranny , he became odious to 
His: SubjeRs , and was Depoſed and put to Dearth 
Anno Domini 768; and tho' he left two Sons, yet 
for the Prejudice conceived againſt their Father , 
neither of them were admitted by the Realm- to 
ſucceed him ; . but rather. his Couſin Dey Aurelzo, 
who''Reigned Six years, and died without: Iſſue ; 
and becauſe the Hatred which the Spaniards con- 
ceived againſt the Memory of Doz Frucla was not 
Fer extinguiſh'd, they would not yet admit any of 
his Generation , but excluded them a ſecond time, 
and: choſe Dox Silo, a Brorher-in-Law of his; fo 
chat the right Heirs of Dor Fruela were twice put 
back for his evil Government. 


But 
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" But Don Silo being dead without Iſſue, - as alfo 
Don Aurelio was before; him, andi-the :Anger-of' the 
Spaniards. againſt Fruela being well allwaged,, they 
admitted his Son Dorn -4lonſo,, whom they had 
twice put back : Bur he dying without Iſſue , Dozx | 
Ramiro his Couſin was.. choſen 5. and tho. Don 4 
Ramiro was next.in Blood .to.'4/onſe, yet. he was m_—_— : 
elected 'by the States, aS the Hiſtorian ' expreſly 
Writes. 

Bur in the time of Don Ramzro, the Law of 
Succeſſion by propinquity of Blood, was; much 
reviv'd and ſtrongly confirm'd ,, and from this time 
forward the King always: caus'd his eldeſt Son to 
> be' named Xing or Prince, and to be always Sworn 

by the Realm and Nobility ; yet we ſhall find this 
Ordinance to have been frequently broken upon 
. ſeveral Conſiderations. As for Example, after ſome 
Deſcents from Don Ramiro, which were Don: Ordowis 
F (this Mans Son ) and: Dow Alonſo the Third, Dor 
Garzia and Don Ordonio the Second; all four Kings 
by orderly Succeſſion: It hapned that in the year 
of Chriff 92.4 , Don Ordonio the Second dying, left 
four Sons and one Daughter lawfully begotreg,. and 
yer the State of Spain diſplaced them all, and gave 
the Kingdom to their. Uncle Don Fruela, ſecond 
Brother to their Father; and for no other Reaſon; 
buttheir being young, and:nor foable. to govern, as 
their Uncle was, Burt after a year : this, Fruelq 
died, leaving many Sons ef. a full. Ape; - yet the: 
Spaniards put them all by the Crown , and choſe | 
Don Alonſo the Fourth. i | £42052 
And this ſhall ſuffice concerning the.Race of Dos 
Pylao, fixſt Chriſtian King of Spain , aftex the En- 
trance of the Moors.. | | 
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' yet who will deny the Kings of- Spaiy., who-held 
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\Toftdnces that are for our-purpeſe , and'be content 


to repeat a few of latter Date. And, | 
Firſt , In the year of Chriſt 1276. Don 'Saxcho 
(Sirnamed E/ Bravo, for his great Valour') was 
choſen;/ and his Nephews., who were Heirs appa+ 
rear, put back, becauſe he was a prear/Warriour, 
and more like to manage better the Matters of 
Wat than they : And this was' done in a General 
Parliament, which was held{at' Segovia in the yeat 
1276. and the two Princes his Nephews were purt'in 
Priſon-;- but afterwards by” the'interceſſion of their 
Uncle King Philip of France, they were releas'd, 
and had certain Lands piven them; and 'of them 
came the*' Dukes of Medina Czlt , and all the reſt 
of 'the Houſe of Cerda ; *'which-are' of great Nobi- 
Ty RT EETCITy 7 
- Notiong after this , when. Do» Pedro (Sirnamed 
The Crue!) King of Caſtile was driven out, and his 
Baſtard-Brother Henry 'the Second ſet up in his 
place; John of Gaunt , Duke of Lantafter., - having 
rrigd - Dono Conſtantia, the ſaid King Peters 
Daughter and Heir. prete@ded by” Succeſſion to the 
faid Crown of Cafti/e, which was really his Right; 
but yet the Srate of &p4/n 'denyed it flatly ,, and 
&ftnded-irby Arms ;-:and® prevailed againſt Fobi 
of Gawr?; as did alfo thei Raceof Henry the Baſtard 


/ Wainft/ his' 1awfel! Brother , and "the Race of Dor 
- Szitho the Unde againſt his lawful Nephews ; and 


this hapned in the third and principal Deſcent- of 
anfl Rings, when this Marter of Succeflion 


wh aurddly* and perfedtly eſtabliſh ; rarjf 


under 
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Rings 3:57 5 ff 6 Fo 8] ola | | 
_ By which it appears, how frequently the Line 
of Succeſſion 'has been altered in Loca , Upon any 
reaſonable. Conſideration , which, they, imagined' to | 
be for the Publick good : And the like. we ſhall find 
in France and Eng/avd, which we ſhall begin to treat 


. Now concerning the State of Fraxce , th6 ſince 
the Enttance of King Pharamond with his . Franks 
gut. of Germany, | which.,was about the year of 
Chriſt 419. they have never had any Stranger. come 
to wear the Crown , which they attribute to their 
Salick Law, that forbids Wamens Reign ; yet they 
have. twice chang'd,, theix whole. Race and Linage 
of Kings,once by the Entrance of King. Pepry, who 
put out the Line of Pharamovd, about the year 751, 
and again in the promotion. of #7#zo Capetus., who 
pur out the Line of Pepin, in the year 988, ſoas 
they: have had three Deſcents and Races of, Kings,as 
well as the Spaniards... bod Hg 
Now'Ple. paſs over. all- the firſt, Race of the 
French Kings, as I alſo did the Spaniſh, becaul 
fome-men may ſay, ,That the Commonwealth and 
On of Jouing 945 a ſo wel tſerkkd i 
ays,::as it, was, afterwards. inthe time: of Pepin, 
Charles the Great, and *rheir Daſtendenrs, There: 
fore I ſhall only mention. the ſecond Rank, which 
began with the Excluſion and Depoſition of their 
lawful-King Cli4crick.zbe. Third , and EleQion of 
Kiog Pepininahe yaar of Chriſt. 781, after 2.2 Kin 
as whos Rei pts fer Ting Javed 
far $ ſpace-o. Thees b years... io 
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King, as all. the World knows , left his Kingdom 
o ucceſſion to his eldeſt Son Charles , Sirnamed 
aſter:7he Great, for his Famous and: Heroical Acts. 
And th6 the. whole Kingdom belong'd ro him by 
right of 'Succeffian , yer: did the Realm of France 
ſhew her Authority 'in his Admiſſion , as the Hiſto- 
rian relates in theſe Words; Xing Pepin being dead, 
the French choſe for their King his two Sons, Charles 
and Carlomon,' on condition that they ſhould divide 
the Realm equally betwixt them; which was a heavy 
Condition to the | elder Brother to part with half 


his Kingdom. 
After theſe Brothers had Reigned together three 
ears}, King Carlomon died , and left many-Sons'; 


ut the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 'of France 
Swore Allegiance to- Charles , without 'any refpe&t 
to the Children of Car/omon , who by right of Suc- 
ceſſion ſhould haye been preferred. | 
After Charles the'Great-Reigned* his Son Dewrs 
the Firſt, Sirnamed Debonnaire, of * his -Courteſie , 
Who centred with great Applauſe of! all Men; for 
the exceeding gratetul Memory of | his Father ; but 
he was Depoſed by the means of his'Sons; and-was 
put in 2 Monaſtery ; thd after he came-ro-Reign 
again, and his fourth Soh by liis-ſecond Wift:nanied 
Charks the Bold, fucceeted him inthe Crown, after 
many Batcels againſt his'c{der Brother Lothazr ,- ro 
whom it belong'd by Succeſlisn. 63. 14. 15470 


& de he He the oifd Soi ; for the'Seconll died —=- 
| OR het'/-and/ the!” EldefP!ifvas! put by tor / 
is-ill Demeanour': This! £ewis- alſo had like $0 
ave been deprived by the States at his mans” A 
; | Hh ': +. or 
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Parliamentary Froceedtngs.  - © 
forithe Hatred conceived: againſthiscFarher.: chidksi  * 
riot: eall'd\a Perliament. ar Campeigite, yaind! { ;Gerars. lib. 1. 
the People and ot a Bo Hir Promifes.This: 
Lewis left two Baſtards'by a Concubine,; who were! 
call'd Lewis and Cariomon , asalfo-.an Infant newly: 
born of *his -lawful: Wiſe Adeltrade:;; Daughter to; 
King Alfred of. England , which Infant: was King of. 
France after, by the Name of Charles the Simple, 
thd not immediately after the Death of his Father : 

For the Nobles of France ſaid , They had need of a 

Man to be King, and not a Child; and 10 the whole: 
State of | France choſe'for. their: Rings:the two afore- 

ſaid Baſtards; and they were Crowned moſt ſolemn- 

ly, and divided the whole Realm between them, 4n.82r. 
and Queen Adeltrude with her Child (true Heir. of | 
France) fled into. Emzl/and to her Father', and there J 
kept him many years; in which time ſhe ſaw four : 
or five Kings Reign in his place ſucceſſively. 

Of theſe twb' Baſtards , the Elder named Lewis 
Reigned/ but- Four years, and-died- withour Ifue , 
the” ſecond ;” named Carlomon:, lived but one:year; 
after him, 'atid"left a Son called Lewis, which ſuc- 
ceeded him-in the Kingdom by the name of Lewis: 
the Fifth, and Sirnamed Fainzeant, for his idle and; 
flothfo! Life ; for which, as alſo for his | vicious. 
Behaviour ,-and in particular\ for caking, out. and: 
Marrying a 'Nun-of the: Abby'vf ; S:Saveour, he was: 
depriv'd and made a Monk in the Abby of S. Demis,! C 
where he died , and. in his place was.choſen King / | 
of France , and Crown'd- with great-Solemnity , j I 
Charles the Fourth,” Emperour of \-Romei,. who was "3 
Nephew to Charles the Bold, before:mentianed 47 and: 
therefore the Frexch: Hiſtorians lay ;> Ehathe:camer 
to the Crown, partly by Colpiliag, and: IP's 3 

4: nz _ 


” _- Elkedbivh; but: for Sutceffion we ſte it was: of no+ 

+ -'- +>"  abcoant”, being Chartes the Simple the right--Heir 
was alive'in” Emglavd,, and as it were forgotten ; 
being rhey had thrice excluded him, and would nor 
receive him, after they had deprived Charles for 
his evit Government; and rather cliefe one Odo,Earl of 
Paris and:Dukeiof Angers, 'and cauſed him to be 
Crown. 

But after a few years being weary of this Man's 
Government, and moved with Compaſlion towards 
the Youth in Evg/ard, they Depoſed him while _ 
he' was abſent in. Gaſcony , and'-call'd Charles the 
Simple out of England, and reſtord him to the 
Kingdom of France, leaving only to Odo the State 
of Aquztain, with Title of a Duke, wherewith in 
fine. he | contented himſelf ,- ſeeing he could ger no- 
more.” Bur yet his Poſterity by virtue of this Ele- 
ion, ever after pretended a Title to the Crown of 
France , .and never defiited until by Hugo Capetus 

_ they got it; for Hugh was deſcended oe kia King 
and Duke Odo. :This Charles the Simple was decoy'd 
mto the Caſtleof Peronne in Picardy,,where he was. 
made. Priſoner, and forc'd. to reſign his Kingdom 
unto Ralph King of Burgundy , and ſoon after he 
died.in the Caſtle... and his. Queen, 04i» an Engliſh. 
Woman fled into England, with her little Son Zews, 

ute her Uncle King Ade//an,, as Queen Adeltrude 
4 had'done before: . - ay 

A / * But 'this new; King Ralph lived. but three years 
\ / after, and ther the States of. France conſidering the 
þ.\-” FEirle of -Lanirhe Lawful Sen of: Charles the Sim 
Hs phe: which: Homis: was commonly: called. by 'the 
- " natmevbii/Onitremwere, that. ig, beyond Sea, being he 
- weylyoaghowp.in: Z»glan/; the. faid States, being 
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continually ſolicited by*the Antbaſtidots of Kin 
Hdelftan, and by William Duke'vF Nvrimtndy; 
behalf of the: young Prihte; they teſolyed/t6 call 
him home, as they had done His Fathet ; and to 
admit and Crown him-King, and fo they did ; and 
he Reipned Twenty ſeven years ,*#nd-was a-good 
Prince, attd died peaceably' in his Bed iti the Fetr of 
Chriſt 945: + ENORH 

This Lewis 4 Outremere left two Sons behind him, 
the eldeſt ſucceeded him by the name of Lothair 
the Firſt, and the youngeſt he made Duke of Lor- 
rain. Lothair dying left one Son named Lews, who 
ſucceeded him by the name of Lewis the Fifth ; bur 
dying without 1ſſue , the Crown was to haye gone 
by Lineal Succeſſion to his Uncle Charles , Duke of 
Lorrain , ſecond Son of Lewis 4Outremere; but 
the States of France pur him by: for miſlike of his 
Perſon ; and chofe Huzo Capetus Earl of Paris, and 
ſo ended the ſecond Line of Pepin , and of Charles : 
the Great, and entred the Race of Capetrs. 

Now tho all the French Chronicles are earneſt 
defenders of their Law of Succeflion; ' yet - they 
juſtifie the Tirle of Capetus againſt Charles of Lor- 
rain, as may appear by the Words -of an ancient 
and diligent Chronicler of the Abby of S. Denis, 
who detends King Capezns in theſe Words : We may 
no! grant by any means, that Hugh C apet ſhould be 
efteemed an frogthr or Oſarper of the "Crown of 
France, ſeeing the Lords, Prelates and Prantes of + ; 3 
the Realm did call him to this Dignity , and choſe / 3 
him for their King and Sovereign Lord. Uporr which / 2} 
Words Belforeſt fajth, as follows: 7 have" lai Bel.lib 3.cap.1.; 
before you the Words and Cenſuve of this'gdvll "and J 
religions Man , for they ſeem to'me to Hef quith'; = 
Fa for _.. 3 


oth re a : 209 PF) - 4 fry * i EP I 
HOTCAFIC "DF j 7 


M E KS og ad A 
3 . 
. 
« 


far, hn trath we gannet defend the Title of Cape 
= Juſtifyang hu coming .to the. Crown , by. the conſent and 
4 . good will of 'the Commonwealth.” | 

And theſe Inſtances out of the ſecondLine of Fraxce, 
| rake to be-ſufficient proof of our Aſſertion, without 
going -any further ; for if we do bur number theſe 
Kings already named of this ſecond Race , from 
Pepin'to Capet (which are about Seventeen in Two 
hundred- thirty. eight years.) we ſhall find, that 
natfew,.. bur the moſt part. of them did both enter 
and enjoy their-Crown and Dignity contrary to .the 
LAY of Lincal Deſcent, and of next. Succeſſion by 
- | 


le of Caperus 


We ſhall therefore inſtance ſome Examples for 
our purpoſe .out of the Engliſh Hiſtory , and fo 
canclude this Point. 


Firſt then it's to be noted , That the Realm of 
England hath had as great variety , changes and 
diverſity in the Races of their Kings, as any Nation 
in the World : For after the Britains, it had. Romans 
{or their Governours for many years, and then of 
them and their Roman Blood, they had Kings of their 
own , as appears by that . Valiant King Aurelius 
Lmbroſius , who relitted ſo mantully the Saxons for 
a time; afcer this they had Kings of the Saxon and 
Emzliſþ Blood, and atter them of the Dares , and 
» then of the Normans, and after them. again of the 
My " French; and laſt of all of' the Scorch, of whom King 
\L  FJames.the Sixth was deſcended , which continues to 
{1 ir - Bhis. day 11 
\..Ngw..I mean to paſs over the firſt and ancient 
Races, of Kings , as. well of the Britiſh and Reman, 


fo wie 


'as alſo of the Saxon Races , until King Egbert the 
Firſt of that Name, King of the We/?- Saxons, and 
almoſt of all rhe reſt of Erg/and beſides, who 
therefore is ſaid to be properly the firſt Monarch 
of. the Saxon Blood , and he that firſt commanded 
the Realm to be called England, which ever ſince 
has been obſerv'd. 

This Egbert was baniſh'd the Realm by King Bri- 
tricus , for he ſuſpected that he might be choſen 
King , by reaſon of his great Proweſs and Valour. 
He lived many years in France under. the Famous 
King Pepin ; afterwards hearing Britricus was dead, 
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he came into Ez/and, and was choſen King by uni- 7:hdwr.likg 


verſal Conſent of the People ; and he prov'd one 
of the beſt Kings that ever the Saxons had before, 
or perhaps after ; and he and King Pepin of France 
began their Reigns as it- were together , and came. 
both to their Crown by no other Title , but the 
Election of the People. 

This. King Egbert left a lawful Son behind him 
named Ethelwolf , who ſucceeded him in the King- 
dom, and was as Famous a Man as his Father. This 
Ethelwolf had four lawful Sons, who all in their 
turns {ſucceeded by juſt and lawful Order in the 
Crown, wiz. Ethelbald, Ethelbert, Ethelred and 
Alfred, and all the latter Three were moſt excellent 
Princes , eſpecially A/fred, who drove Rollo, that 
Famous Captain of the Danes from the Borders of 
England with all his Company into France, where - 
he got the Country, then named Newſfria , and now 
Normandy , and was the firſt Duke of that Nation, 
from whom our Wi/iam the Conquerour came after- 
wards in the 6h Deſcent. 

This 


h ad .lib.s. 


Pp: Fel 30. 


"This A/fred left one Son behind him named 
Edward, who dying left two Sons, lawfully begotten 
of his Wife Fdigna , one called Edmond, the other 
Eldred , and a third Illegitimate , nam'd Ade//tan, 
'\whom he had by a Concubine. This laſt was 
preferrd to the Crown before the other two Legt 
timate Princes, only for his Valour aad Conduct. 

This Man dying without Iſſue, his lawful Brother 
Edmond, put back before, was ailmitted ro the 
Crown, who Reigned ſix years, and left rwo lawtul 
Sons ; but they being young were both put back, 
and their Uncle Eldred preferr'd before them ; who 
after Nine years Reign died without Iſſue, and fo 
his elder Nephew Edwin was admitted to the 
Crown, who after four years was Depos'd for his 
lew'd and vitious .Life , and his younger Brother 
Edgar admitted in his place. 

This King Edgar, who entred by Depoſition of 
his Brother, was one of rhe rareſt Princes that the 
World had in his time, both for Peace and War, 
Juſtice, Piety and Valour. He left two Sons by 
different Wives, Edmond and Etrheldred; the firſt 
was Murther'd, after which many good Men of the 
Realm were of Opinion, not to admit the Succeſſion 
of Etheldred, both in reſpet of the Murther of 
King Edward his elder Brother , committed for his 
ſake ; as alfo for that he ſeem'd a Man very unfir 


for: Government; and 'of this Opinion was that 


holy Man Darftar, Archbiſhopof Canterbury , who 


/in flat words denied - to Conſecrate him ; bur ſecing 


the-moſt part of the Realm incline to his ſide,he told 


| that it would repent them afterwards, and'that in 


his Life the Nation ſhould be deſtroy'd; as indeed 
it was, and he forc'd to Normandy , and lefr m—_ 
an 
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Sweno's Death he return'd and died in Loxdov. He 
had two Wives , the firſt an Engliſh Woman, by 


whom he had Prince Edmond, Sirnam'd Ironſide, 


for his great ſtrength and courage, 


Now he that will , conſider the paſlage of the 


Crown of Eng/and from the death of Edmond 1ron- 
fide, eldeſt Son of King Etheldred , until the acqui- 
ſition thereof by Wiliam Duke of Normandy, will 
eaſily fee what Authority the Commonwealth hath 
had, to alter Titles of Succeſſion, according as pub- 
lick neceſſity required. 

Now fince King W:/am the Firſt, commonly call'd 
the Conquerour, (th in truth he never grounded his 
Title upon any thing, bur the EleQtion of the Con- 
fellor and Conſent of the People ) the excluſion of. 
Princes againſt the ordinary courle of Succeflion , is 
more notorious than in elder times ; therefore I ſhall 
only refer the Reader to their particular Lives, who. 
ſucceeded before the lawful Heirs by propinquity of 
Blood. As firſt, Wilkam Rufus-and Henry the Firſt, 
before Robert their elder Brother, King Sreghis before 
Henry the .Second , and King Jobx. betore Arthur. 
Duke of Britain. Some years after, when the Barons. 
and States of Engz/and dillik'd the Government of 
King Joh», they rejeted. him and choſe Lewis. the 
Prince of Fraxce to be their King, and {wore Fealty . 
to him at Loxdon , and deprivd the young. Prince 
Henry his Son ; but after the death of his Father- 


King obs. , they recall 'd again that. Sentence ,. and. 


admirred: this Heury- to the. Crown by the:name oh 
Henry, the, Third, and dilannull'd the Oath and. Al-. 
legiancs made to Lewis of France. Now from this. 
= the Third, the Houſes. of. Britany, Fanceſie 
an 
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and his Daves in the poſſeſſion of the Realm,thdafter. 
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=: ly,charthe be all their Tifles(after the depofition- 
> of Ring Richard the Second) depended moſt on the 
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FE Authority of the Commonwealth ; for as the People 
were affected, and the greater part preyailed, ſo were 
their Tirles either confirm'd , altered, or diſannulled 
by Parliament; and yet we may ſafely aftirm, that 
either part , when they were in poſſeſſion of the 
Crown, and confirm'd therein by Parliament , were 
true and lawful Kings, and that God concur'd with 
them, as with true Princes for government of their 
People: For if we ſhould deny this Point , great 
Inconveniences would follow, and we ſhould ſhake 
the Stares of moſt Princes in the World at this day, 
as by Examples which I have already alledg'd may 
appear. And ſo I ſhall end this Point,affirming, That 
as propinquity of Blood is a great preheminence 
towards the attaining of any Crown , yet it doth 
not bind the Commonwealth to admit it, if weigh- 
tier Reaſons ſhould urge the contrary. 

Now -it will be a further proof of what I have 
before alledg'd, (viz. That all Commonwealths have 
prefixt "Laws to their Princes, which they are as 
much bound to keep as any Subjet ) if we conſider 
cheir Oaths at their Admiſſion-or Coronation. And 
firſt of the' Emperour, who Swears to defend the 
: \ -£ Chriſtian Religion, to miniſter Juſtice equally to all 
 -” Men; totkeep and obſerve alt Laws and-Priviledges 
of the Empire; not to alienate or engage the poſleſſ}- 
ons 'of the Empire,” ro: condemn no man but by 
courle ofLaw'andthar whatſoever he does on \- 
45 iihs | 6: IO . ] 
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ſhall be-void-and\of nayvalidiv +; Unte theſe" Arti: 3 
cles be Swears firſt by his- Legates., and he gives a NY 
Copy of his Oathto cach Elector, and after he goes 
to be Crown'd ; where in the middle of : Maſs the 
Archbiſhop of Colen asks in the preſence of all the 
the People, Whether he is ready ro Swear to the afore- 
{aid Articles? and he anſwers that he is; then the 
Archbiſhop leads him to rhe high Altar , where he 
Swears to them in expreſs words ; which being done, 
the Archbiſhop turning to the Princes of the Empire 
and People there preſent;asks them Whether they be 
content to {wear Obedience and Fealty to him 2 who 
anſwers, Yes: Then he's Anointed,and the other two - 
Archbiſhops lead him into the Ye/try, where Deacons 
are ready to put on his Robes ; then the Biſhop of 
Colen delivereth him a drawn Sword , and- puts a 
Ring on his Finger, and a Scepter in his Hand ; -and 
then the three Archbiſhops put the Crown on his 
Head , and ſo he's placd on the Imperial Threne, 
where all the Princes ſwear Obedience to him. 

Now it's to be noted, that the Emperour Swears 
three times, twice himſelf, and once by his Depuries, 
before his Subjects Swear once to him. 

In Polonia, the manner of Crowning their King is 
in ſubſtance the fame as of the Emperour. His Oath 
is in theſe Words; 1 do promiſe and ſwear before God 
and his Angels, that I will do Law and Juſtice to af, 
and keep the Peace of Chriſt's Church , and the Union 
of his Catholick Faith ; and if (which God forbid ) [1 
ſhould break my Oath, I am content that the Inhabi- 
tants of this Xinzdom, owe no Duty or Obedience unto 
m2, 4s God ſhall help me, and Gods Holy Goſpel... | 

In Syazn I find,that the manner of Cri, 3+ 
Kings was different,and = the ſame before an aſs 
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other Kingdoms. | 

Now Ambrofio Moral: reports, 'That- a certain 
Law was found writen in the Gothiſh Tongue , and 
left fince the rime: of Don Pelayo the firſt King after 
the Moors ; which preſcribd , how-Men muſt make 
their King in Spain, and how he muſt ſwear to the 
Priviledges and. Liberties of that Nation. Before all 
things. ir's eſtabliſhr for a Law,Liberty and Priviledge 
of Spam, That the Kings ſhall be made by Voices and 
Conſent perpetually ; to the intent, that no Evil 
King may enter without the Conſent of the People, 
ſeeing they are to give him that which with their 
Blood and Laboursthey have gainitl from the Moors, 
Thus far goes the. firſt Article of this Law, which is 
the more to be noted, becauſe the moſt ancient of 
the Spaniſh Hiſtorians do ſay, that from this Don Pe- 
layo the Succeſſion: of their Kings was ever by pro- 
pinquity of Blood; and yet we ſee , that Elechion 
was joyned with it in expreſs terms. The ſecond part 
of that Law contain'd the Ceremonies us'd in thoſe 
old times at the admiſſion of their Kings. 

Now as for France, their ancient Ceremonies of 
Crowning: their old Kings,was much ater the manner 
which I noted before outof the Law of Don Pelaye, 
firſt King of Spain aſter the Moors : But as concern; 
ing the principal Point of that: Action, ' which is the 
Shdance of. admitting the King unto his Royal Au- 
thority., and of Oath by. him. made: of governing 
well andjuftly, and.of the.regiprocal'Oath.of Obe- 
dience' made-to him by his Subjects; it was:not much 


different from what is now: uſed: The Archbilbop 
wits | 0 
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of: Rhomes beitig: 


' day is, that you promiſe” unto us , that you! keep all 
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vein veſted in Pontifical Atrire,and cotye: A 
rorhe Alar toifzy Maſswhere the King is alſo.upon 
2 high Seat plated) he' turns ro him and ſays theſe 
Words ; Sir, that which we require at your hands this 


Canonical priviledges, Law and Fuſtice, due to be kept 
and defended,s 4 good King ts bound to doin his Realm. 
To which the King anſwers, / ds promiſe to every 
one of you, that I will keep and maintain afl Canonical 
priviledges, Law and Jaftice due to every Man, to the 
utmoſt of my power, and by Gods help wil defend you, 
as a good Xing is bound to do. 'This being done, the 
King Swears and' makes his Oath, laying his hands 
upon the Goſpel, in. theſe Words following; 7 do 
ſwear and promiſe to all Chriſtian People, ſubjet unto 
me,theſe Points enſuing : Firſt, To procure that all my 
Subjects be kept in union of the Chatch, and T7 wif 
defend them from all Exceſs, Rapin, Extortion and Int- 
guity. Secondly, I will take care that in all Judgments, 
Fuſtice ſhall be kept,with Equity and Mercy. Thirdly, 
Flt endeavour (as much as poſſible) to chaſe and drive 
out of my Realm, all ſuch as the Church hath, or ſhall 
declare Fereticks, as God ſhall help me , and his holy 
Goſpel. Thus Sweareth the King, and then kiſſes the 
Book, and immediately is ſung 7e Deum; and then 
the King's veſted, and the Ring, Scepter, Crown,and 
the other Kingly Ornaments arc puton him , with 
Declaration firſt what they ſignifle; and then 
particular Prayers are made to God, that their ſigni- 
fication may be by the King fulfilled. fo 
Now' Ene/and hath particularly taken her Cere- Lev in view 

monies from Frayce, being many of our Engliſh **** | 
Kings have'come from thence, as William the Con- 
queror, born in Normandy, Stephen Earl of Blois and 

MINE G2 Ballen, 
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- . Bufen, a French-man, and Heary the Second , born. 
likewiſe in France ;'and-Son ro. the Earl of Arjox. 
Now: the Archbiſhop: of. Canterbury, doth ordi- 
narily perform the Ceremonies at the Coronation-in 
Enzland,as the Archbiſhop oft: Rhemes doth in Fraxce ; 
ws we may collect theſubſtance of what rhe Kings 
of England formerly ſwore, from the. Biſhops Letter ' 
to Henry the Second , as; alſo from the Speech of 
Thomas Arundel, Archbiſhop of Canterbury to Henry 
the Fourth. In the former are theſe Words; Ds you 
remember the Confeſſion which you made and laid upon 
the Altar at Weſtminſter, for keeping and defending 
the liberty of the Church when you: were Conſecrated 
and Ancinted King by Fheobaldus our Predeceſſor 2 By 
which it appears. That he nor only Swears, but gave 
up his Oath alſo in Writing and for more folemnity 
and obligation, laid it down with his own hands 
upon the Altar. 

That to Henry the Fourth, was occaſioned by his 
attempting to take the Temporalties from the Cle: - 
gy ; Wherefore the Archbiſhop deſired him to remem- 
ber the Oath which he made, Thar ho would defend 
the Church and Miniſters thereof; and theretore 
pray'd him, to permit and ſuffer the Church to enjoy 
the - Priviledges and Liberties which it did in the 
time of his Predecetilors ; 'and. he alſo deſired him, 
ro conſider his Promiſe made to the Realm, which 
was, That he would preſerve unto every Min their 
Right and Title , ſo far as in him lay. At which the 
King was ſo moved, as he would hear no more ot: 
rhat Bill of Laity ; but ſaid, He would leave the 
Church in as good,or better condition than he found it. 
The other conditions: of -good Government are ex: 
prefly ſer down in the King of. Eng/ands Oath , re- 

corded. 


_ 


corded by ancient Writers-in theſes Words; That ihe Helmgp 
will (during bis Life) - bear due Reverence unto- 41. © *®: "'Y 
mighty Ged, anal to his Church; and that he will admi- ; 
wiſter Law and Juſtice equally to them all, and take away. 
.all unjuſt Laws.Which aiter he had ſworn, then did the. 
Archbiſhop (turning to the P eople) declare whatthe 
King has promiſed, and by an Herald at Arms asked: 
their Conſents, Whether they were content to ſubmit. 
themſelves -unto this Man,as unto their King, or no, 
under the Conditions propoſed? And when they 
have yielded,” the Archbiſhop begins to pur on the. 
Regal Ornaments, as the Sword, Ring, Scepter and 
Crow», as in the French Coronation, and bids him 
hold his Place and keep his Oarh. I | 
And this is the ſum of the” Engliſh Coronation, 
which may be read in Stow ; bur. eſpecially, che-Ad- $9» in the? 
millions as well of the ſaid Z/-xry the Fourth laſt, "© 84 
mentioned ; as alſo of King Edward the Fourth, ar. 
their firſt Entrances ro the Crown; tor. in. the Ad- 
million of King Henry, Stow thews how the People. 
were demanded thrice, Whether they woul dbe con- 
tent to take him for their King? And then, the Arch-. 
biſhop read to them, what this new King was bound 
by Oath unto. At the Admiſſion allo of King Edw,rd 
che Fourth , S:ow ſhews how the Peoples Conſent. - 
was ſolemnly demanded in S. Johns. Fields by Londen; 
notwithſtanding King Edward had prov'd his Title 
by Succeſſion in the Parliament at We/{min/ter ; And 
ow the Conſent of the People being had, (qr,te being, 
thus Elefted, as Siow's Words are) he, was with great: 
Royalty convey d to Weſtminſter, and in; the Hall ſet 
in the Kings Seat, with $8. Edwards Scepter in his 
hand ; and then the People were askt if they would 
have him King ? and they cried, Yea, yea. Thus far 
Stow, Now. 


Stow in th: ' 
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. they centred and began their Reigns _=_ the depri- 

vation of - other Kings then living,let them look into: 
: the Coronations ”, Edward the 6th, Queen Mary 
and Elizabeth, and they will find, That the Confenc 
- of the People,and their Acceptarion of thoſe Princes, 
is not only demanded by the publick Cry of a He- 
.rald at Arms;which ſtands on the fide of the Scaffold 
whereon the Prince is Crowned , and the Peoples 
Anſwer expeCted till they cry, Tes, yes ; but alſo that 
the ſaid Princes gave their Corporal Oath-unto' the 
Biſhop who Crowned them, to uphold and maintain 
'the true Faith, with the Liberties and Priviledges of 
the C hurch; as alſogo govern by Juſtice and Law : 
Which Oath no doubt hath beetr' moſt ſolemnly 
fworn by. all the Kings and Queens of England,from 
the days of Edward the Confeſlor at the leaſt, and 
whoſoever would ſee more Points of theſe Oaths 
ſet down in particular, let him read Magna Charta 
and hel be ſatisfied. 

By all which, and by much more that might be 
alledg'd in this matter, it is evident, that this Agree- 
ment, Bargain and Contract between the King and 
his Commonwealth art his firſt Admiſſion, is as cer- 
rain and firm (notwithſtanding any pretence or in- 
tereſt he hath by Succeſſion) as any Contract or 
Marriage in the World can be ; which is an act that 
lively expreſſeth the other ; ſo as we muſt condemn 
J the Aſfertions of thoſe Men, as abſurd, baſe and im- 
— . : pious, who fay, Thar only Succeſſion of Blood is 
| +. rhe thing withour further Approbation, which makes 
4 a King, and that the Peoples Confent to him who is 
next by Birth, is nothing at all needfu], be he whar 
he will; and that his Admiſſion or Coronation 

: 1s 
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effec, for- increaſe or confirmation of his Right. 
. Having now, proved by Examples of our own and 
Neighbouring Nations , That all. their: Kings have 
been Sworn: to the obſervation of their Laws and 
Conſtitutions, before their Coronatian or . Admit- 
tance - by the. Commonwealth ; I ſhall proceed ta 
make it appear, That Kings. in all Chriſtian King-- 
doms have been Depoled for: breach of the aforeſaid 
Original Contract ; but with this Proteſtation before. 
mentianed, that I do not intend any diſreſpect againſt 
the Sacred Authority of Princes and Governours, but. 
only to ſhew , that as nothing under God. is more- 
honourable, profitable .or Sovercign , than a good 
b Prince; fo nothing is more peſtilent, or bringeth (>. 
great deſtruction and deſolation, as an evil one. And 
therefore as the whole Body is of more Authority 
than the Head, and may cure it, if diſcompoſed., if 
A they infeſt the reſt; ſeeing that a Body Civil may- 
have many Heads by Succeſſion, and is not always. 
bound to one as a Body Natural is; which. Body 
Natural, if it had the ſame abilicy, that when it hath 
an aking or ſickly Head, it-could cur it off and take 
another ; I doubt not bur ic would do fo, and that 
all Men would confeſs that ir had ſufficient Authos 
rity and Reaſon to do the ſame , rather than all the 
ether Parts ſhould periſh,or live in pain and.continual 
torment. But yet the matter is much clcarer that we 
have in hand, for eaſing our ſelves of wicked Princes, 
as I ſhall now begin todeclare. wala 
Firſt therefore,l ſhould alledge ſome Examples qut 
' of Scripturg;but that ſome Men may chance to object; 
That thoſe things recorded there of the Jews,-are; nat 
ſommeh to be reputed for affs of the Commnneate both 


or... 


is only a matcer of. external Ceremony, withoutany. 
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for particular: Qrdinations of Ged himſelf : Which yer 
is not any thing againſt me, but 'rathet makes. much 
for our purpoſe, by: reaſon the matter is much more 
authorized hereby, ſeeing whatſoever God did ordain 
and exerciſe in his Commonwealth, may alſo be pra- 
Qis'd by others, having Gods Authority and Appro- 
- bation for it. Wherefore I ſhall haſten to Examples 
nearer home, and more proper to the particular pur- 
poſe we treat of; yer I cannot omit noting two or 
threc out of the Bible, that do appertain to this pur- 
pole allo.; and theſe are the deprivations of two 
wicked Kings of Fudah, Saul-and Amon; (tho both 
were lawfully placed in that Dignity) and the bring- 
ing in of David and Foftas in their rooms, who were 
the two molt excellent Princes that ever that Nation, 
or any other ever had to govern them. 

And firſt, King Sau/, thd he was choſen by God to 
that Royal Throne, yet he was flain by the Philiftins, 
by Gods Order, as it was foretold him, for his diſo- 
bedience, and not fulfilling the Law,and living within 
the Limits preſcribed unto him. Amon was lawful 
King alſo,and that by Natural deſcent and ſucceſſion ; 
for he was Son and Heir to King Manaſſes, whom he 
ſucceeded; and yet he was ſlain by his own People, 
becauſe he walked not in the way preſcribed unto 
him by God : And unto theſe two Kings fo deprived 
God: gave two Succeſfors, the like whereof are not 
to be tound in the whole Race of Kings for a thouſand 
years together ; for of Jofras it is written , Ze did 
that which was right in the fight of God , neither did 
he decline to the right hand nor to the left ; He Reigned 

2 years; and Feremiah the Prophet, who lived in 
is time, loved: this good King ſo extremely, as-he 
neyer ceaſed to lament his Death. As for King David, 
oh it 
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| iryrill be needleſs ro report how excellent Ki 
was; fe Bd "men d6 16 e Was'a me 
perfect Pattern for all Kings: that ſhould follow in the* 
World ; not only in matters of Religion: Picty and 
Devotion, bur alſo of Chivalry Valour, Wiſdom and 
Policy ;. neither is it true which Machjavel.and ſome 
others .of his School affirm, for defacing of Chriſtian 
Vertue, That Religion and Piety are often Lets ro po- 
lirick and wiſe government, and do weaken the high 
Spirits of magnanimous Men, to take in hand great 
Enterprizes for the Commonwealth. This (I fay) is 
extremely falſe, for Grace doth not deſtroy or corrupr, 
bur perfeReth Nature; ſo as he who 'by Nature is 
valiant,wiſe, liberal or politick, ſhall be more,if he's 
I alſo pious and religious. Which is evident in Kin 
David, who notwithſtanding all his Piety , cadiied 
nothing belonging to the State and Government of a 
noble,wiſe and politick Prince. wy 
And now if we leave the Hebrews and come to 
the Romans, we ſhall find many notable things in thar 
State for our purpoſe : For when Romulus their firſt 
King declin'd into Tyranny , he was pur by by the 
Senate. and in his place was choſen Nama hex men 4 
(a notable Prince ) who preſcrib'd all their order of 
Religion and manner of Sacrifices, imitating therein 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Fews, as 7ertullian 
and other Fathers do note;he bepan alſo the building 
of their Cap4ito!, and did other beneficial things for 
that Commonwealth. Again , when Targainas the 
Proud, their 7h and laſt King was expelld for his 
evil Government, we ſee the ſucceſs was proſperous, 
for thar not only no hurt came thereby to the State, 
| but exceeding benefit, being their Government and 
increaſe of Empire was ſo olbcone gag hacy rt 
| | 403% 3%: tals, 
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City, it 1s well known, that when the Conſuls Go- 


vernment- ended , and was changed by Falius Ceſar 
their Territory. reached more than 15000 Miles in 
ON {53 being they had not only Birgpe under 

eir Dominion, but the principal parrs/'of Afa' and 
Africa alſo; fo as this Chaſtiſement ſo juſtly inflicted 
on 7arguin ,, was profitable and beneficial. to their 
Commonwealth alſo. Moreover; when Jalins £z/ar 
had broken all Law both human and divine, and 
; taken all, Government into his own hands, he was 
x: the World krows) ſlain by his Senators in the 

nate-Houſe, and Offavianus Auguftus prefer'd in his 
room, who proved the moſt famous Emperour that 
ever was. When Nero the 6:4, Emperour of Rome, 
who ſucceeded lawfully his Uncle Claudius in the 
Empire, was depos'd and ſentenc'd ro death by the 
Senate for his wicked Government , th6 Peace en- 
fu'd not preſently ; but thar Galba, Ortho and Yitel- 
lus, three Captains of the Empire, made ſome litcle 
interludes of Tragical killing one another; yer within 
tew Months. the whole Empire by that means fell 
into Yeſpaſfan and his Son 7itus's hand, two of the 
beſt Governours that ever thoſe times faw. 

The like may be noted of the Noble rank of five 
excellent Princes,viz.Nerva, Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus 
Pins, and Marcus Aurelius , who ſucceeded in the 
Empire by the juſt Dcath of cruel Domztian ; which 
Execution irs thought the Scnare ſecretly procured, 
(not being able to pcrform it openly by Juſtice)which 
appears, becauſe when the a& was done, the Senate 
did preſentiy by publick Decree allow it, and dif: 
annull'd ali his barbarous acts for their exceeding 
Fs | Cruelty, 


+ Cu. x KS P'S ES © or i ee a Sb At 
& =; | iront$/42 vc tbe , 
; A BF ; ; EO ” 
* | - 
Fo wp « , 
x *t f 
A . 
5 


"Ks * 


Cruelt 07-1 comma DB ke WV 
| tobe Fo 2 Mey Wh. and. 
Succeſſor one Coccetus -Nerva an Ttaliay, a Man 
excellent Vertuc, by whom they nor only 'enjoy'd 
rhe moſt proſperaus time of his Government ; but 
of all the four who. enſued him, no lefs worthy than 
hiniſelf. Nor long after the Succeſſion of theſe ex: 
cellent Emperours, there came to the Crown by law- 
ful deſcent, a. youth named Antoninus Heliogabalus, 
Son of . the Empzrour A»toninus Caracalia, and 
Grandchild .(as was. ſuppoſed) to the famous and 
noble  Emperour Septimins Severus, who died in 
England; which Youth, as he was highly honoup'd 
for a time upon the account of his worthy Grand- 
father; ſo afrer for his own Beaſtly life , he was 
depriv'd and put to death by the Souldiers, at the 
requeſt and common deſire both. of the Senate and 
People; who ordained alſo in his. deteſtation, That 
no Emperour after him ſhould be calld Antoninus. 

' This Man being depoſed as aforeſaid, there was pre- 
fer'd to the Empire in his room a. hopeful young 
Man of his next Kindred, named Alexander Severus, 
being admitted by common Conſent borh of Senate 
and People, who prav'd one of the rareſt Princes 
(for Valour and Vertuc) that ever the Roman Empire 
had ; foas the excellency of Severus ſeemed fully to 
recompence the wickedneſs of Heltogabalus. 

I may name many other ſuch Examples, and 
among the reſt that of Maxentius,who being lawfully 
polleſs'd of the Empire (being Son ro Maximinianus 
the Emperour, which Reipn'd with Dzoclefian) yet for 
his Tyrannical Government that: was intolerable, its 
ſuppoſed thar the Senate(not being able to march him 
in open ſtrengrh) ſent privy inco Zhen and Fw 
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Conſtantine (afterwards Sirnam'd rhe Great) ſiteceeded 
in the Empire, who was the Emperour (as the World 
knows) who firſt publickly profeſſed himſelf a Chri- 
ſtian;and. planted our Faith over all the World. And 
ſo 1. ſhall end with the Roman Empire. | 

Now if we come lower down, and nearer home, 
we have yet another Example more remarkable than 
the reſt; which is, rhe change of the Empire from 
the - Eaſt to the Weſt, for the evil Government of 
Trene and her Son Conſtantine the 6th, who was de- 


poſed firſt,and his Eyes put out by his own Mother 


Trene,and the Empire uſurp'd by her ; who nor being 
able to Rule it in ſuch order as was requiſite for ſo 

cat a Monarchy, ſhe was deprived thereof by the 
Sentence of Pope Leo the Third, and by Conſent of 
all the People. and Senate of Rome , Charles King of 
France and Germany (after Sirnamed the Great) was 
Crown'd Emperour of the Weſt; which Succeſſion 
continues as it were to this day, and many Worthy 
men have fuccee ed therein, and infinite as of Ju- 
rifdition' have been exerciſed by that Authority, 


' Which were all unjuſt and Tyrannical, it this change 


of the Empire, and depoſition of rene and her Son, 
for their evil Government, had not been lawful. Ir 
xyere too long to run over all other Kingdoms, and 
therefore | ſhall only touch ſome in thoſe Points 
that are moſt notorious. 

Now the two famous Changes that have been 
made in the Royal Line of France; the firſt from the 
Race of Pharamond and Clodovens to the Line of Pe 
pin, and the ſeccnd from the Race of Pepin ro Hugo 
Capetus; wheron are they founded, . but upon the 
IE Wold . Judicial 
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Judicial | chaſtiſement and. depoſition: of two evil = 
Princes, the firſt-of Chi/deric rhe third lawful King © 
of Prance, the ſecond of Charles of :Lorkin,who was 
kept Priſoner during his life in the Caſtle of Orleance 2 
And thus much all rhe French Hiſtories do affirm, 2 
and do attribute to theſe Changes the profperity and - 
greatneſs of their Kingdom. And ſo much for France, = 
where many other Examples might be alledg'd, as of 
King Lewis theThird, Sirnamed Fainant,and of Charles 
Sirnamed Le Groſs who ſucceeded him, both of them: 
depos'd by rhe States of Fravce,as before T have noted. 
But now if we ſtep over the Pyrezean Mountains, 
and look into Spain, where we ſhall not fail of many 
Examples to our purpoſe, both before the oppreſſion 
of that Realm by the Moors,and after. For before, in 
the year of Chriſt 630, we read of a lawful King 
named Flaveo Suintila, put down and deprived with 
his whole Poſterity, in the fourth Counci] National 
of Toledo,and one Siſinando confirmed in his place ; 
notwithſtanding that $»zntila was ar the beginning of 
ls Reign, a very good King, and much commended 
by S. Zhdorus Archbiſhop of Sevil; who yet inthe 
faid Council was the firſt Man who ſubſcrib'd to his 
deprivation. After the entrance of the Moors allo, 
when Spain was reducd again to order and govern- | 
ment of the Spaniſh Kings; we read that about the 62rib. lib.r 
year of Chriſt 12.82. one Don Alonſo the I 1th of thar <2p-15- 1} 
name, King of Caſtileand Leen, ſucceeded his Father | 
Ferdinand, Sirnam'd the Saint, and he obtain'd: the 
name of Sabio andl A/trologio, that is, of Wiſe and of 
an Aſtrologer for excellent Learning and peculiar $kill 
in that Art. as may appear by the Aſtronomy Tables 
that at this day go under his Name, which arethe moſt 
perfe and exact chat ever. were ſet forth, by Judg- 
' mENT: 


Ambroſio Mor 
lib. 1 1.cap-1$ 


Berib. lib. 14. 
tap. 40,& 41. 


 4in'Lions; and Dor Alon 


Nephews of his, was depoſed of -his Kingdom by: a 


_*publick Ae of Parliament in the Town of Yalidolid, 


after he had Reigned 3o years; and his Son Don 
Sanchothe qth"was Crown'd in his place,who for his 
valianc Acts was Sirnam'd E! Bravo, and it turn'd to 
the-grear-commodiry of the Commonwealth. - 

he fame Country of Spain ſome years after, 
about rhe year of Ehbri/t 1368, having to their King 


_ one Don Pedro,Sirnamed' the Crael, who for his inju- 


rious Proceedings with his Subjects, they depoſed,and 
{ent for his Baſtard Brother out of France, and made 


him King. And thd Zdward.Sirnamed theBlack Prince, 


by order of his Father Edward the 3d of England, 
reſtored the ſaid Peter again; yet it was not durable, 
for that Hevry having the favour of the Spaniards, 
returrr d and depriv'd Peter the ſecond time,and flew 
him in fight hand to hand, who proved an excellent 
Prince, and for his great nobility in Converſation, 
ana proweſs in Chivalry,was called E/ Cavalero, the 
Xnightly King, and for his excecding —_— and 


 liberaliry was Sirnam'd alſo E/ delas Mercedes ,z.e.the 


King who 'gave many Gifts, or the liberal, frank , and 
bountiful King; which was a great alteration from 
King Peter +. Crael, his Predeceſlor. 

In Portugal alſo, before I go out of Spazy, I will 
alledge one Example more, which is of Don Sancho 
the 2d,fourth King of Portuzal,lawful Son toDon Alonſo 
Sirnam'd Fl Gardo,3d King of Portugal. This Dox Saucho 
(after he had Reigned 34 years)was deprived for his 
defeQs in Government, by the univerſal Conſent of 
all Portugal ; and this approved by a general Council 

* third Brother to the ſaid 
Don 
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 Portazal profperd Ppeacea | ays.of © 
his life;and he was'a notable King; who among other 3 
car Exploits fer Portugal free from all ſubjeQion, Des b 
dependance and homage to the Kingdom of Caſtzle, ,,,.. _— 
which unto his time it had, acknowledged , and he cap.zo; -} 
lefr for his Succeſfor his Son and Heir, Don Dionyſlo 
el Fabricador,, thatis, the Great Builder, for he built 
and founded aboye 44. great Towns in Portagal,and 
was a very excellent Prince. - 
. In Polonia, Henrythe 3d, who was King of France, | 
tho before Sworn King of Poland, of which Crown,,, = 
he was deprived by publick-A& of Parliament, for par.z, -. . 4 
departing thence without Licence, and qa, ":—"- 
at his day, by the State appointed and denounced, 
by publick Letters of peremptory Commandment. 
This was a clear Abdication, and the faid State pro- 
ceeded againſt hm much aiter the ſame manner, as 
ours did againſt the late King James. 

In Denmark, Ciſternus their lawful King, if we re- 
ſpe his deſcent in Blood, being Son to King John, who 
Reigned before him, and Crown'd in his Fathers lite, 
was depoſed for his intolerable Cruelty . and driven 
into Baniſhment, together with his Wife and three 
Children,which were all diſinherited and his Uncle 
Frederick, Prince of Hol/atia was choſen King ; and 
Cifternus,th6 he married the Siſter of Charles the 5th 
Emperour of Germany,and was Related alſo to Henry. 
the 8h of Enz/and; yet he could never prevail to be 
xeſtored, but paſt his time miſerably,partly in Baniſh- 
ment,and partly in Priſon, till he died. 

Now I think it convenient to end this ſhort Nar- 
ration with an Example or two out of F»g/and being 
I have not read of more remarkable Accidents con: ' 


cerning. 
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dom : Bur for breviries ſake, T ſhall-content my ſelf 
with three or four Examples which hapned ſince the 
Conqueſt, th6 I may well look higher, as appears by 
the deprivation of King Edwin and others. 

Now I might inſtance King Fohn;who the- States: 
had deprived, firſt at Canterbury and after at London, 
ta the 182h year of his Reign; bur being he was in 

actual War with the Barons, and had a conſiderable 
Party to eſpoule his Quarrel, and nor being deprived 


I ing it ſocompleat a Depoſition,as that of Edward the 
beh2ir.lib.;s, Seconds was, it being done by A of Parliament 
Z aſſembled in London in the year 1326, and his Body 
. adjudp'a ro perpetual Impriſonment, he being Pri- 
Srw in the Life ſoner at thar time in the Caſtle of Wainzford, whe- 
WEithe 2d. ther divers (both Biſhops, Lords and Commoners) 
l were ſent to him, to denounce the Sentence of the 
Realm againſt him, viz.how they had deprived him, 
and choſen Edward his Son in his ſtead : For which 
at of chaſing his Son he thank'd them heartily,and 
with many Tears acknowledg'd his own unworthi- 
neſs. Whereupon he was degraded ; his name of #7 
; firſt taken from him, and he appointed ro be call'd 
F- Ervard of Carnarvan; and then his Crown and Ring 
were taken away, and the Steward of his Koule 
brake the Staff of his Office in his preſence , and 
diſcharged his Servants*of their Services , and all 
other People were diſcharged of rheir Obedience and 
Allegiance to him; and towards his Maintenance he 
had only 100 Marks a year ali'owed for his Expences, 
and then he was delivered into the hands of parti- 
_ cular Keepers, who led him Priſoner from rhence t@ 
" wany other places,uſing him with extreme Indignity 
| ; J 1N 


%*. 


by Parliament. I ſhall therefore paſs it by,nor account- 


| in. Berkley Callleand his 
| inhisleadawholt 


tamous Princes his, Children left behind him) was one 
of. the nobleſt Kings that ever Erg/and had. 

... After; him ſucceeded Richard & c 

to the rengwned Black Prince of Vales;who forgetting 
the miſerable end of his Great Grandfather fr evil 
Government, and the felicity of his Grandfather for 
the contrary,ſuffered himſelf to be abus'd and miſled 
by evil Caunſelfors, to the great prejudice and di 
1 quiet of-the Realm : For which cauſe (after he had 
Reignced 2.2. years) he was alſo depos'd' by Ad of 
Parliament held at London 1399, and condemn'd to 
perpetual Impriſonment in the Caſtle of Pomfrer, 
where he was ſoon after put to death, as the other 
before had been; in whoſe place (by free EleQion) 
was choſen the Noble Henry Duke of Lancafter,who 
prov'd a notable King, and was Father to Hexry the 
5th, commonly call'd the Alexander of England; for 
as Alexander the Great conquered molt part of Afra 
in the ſpace of 9 or 10 years, {o did this Zerxry con- 
quer Fraxce in lels time. 

I may alſo reckon in the number of Princes de- 
priv'd for defe in Government (tho otherwiſe of no 
| ill life) Zezry the 6th, who after 40 years Reign was 
bs depoſed and impriſoned by Edward the 4th of the 

Houſe of 7Tork; and the ſame was confirmd by rhe 
Commons, and eſpecially by the People of London, 
and alſo by publick Ad of Parliament; not. only in 
; reſpect of the Title which King Edward pretended, 
: bur alſo by reaſon that King Heyry ſuffered himſelf 


NS LiEad;)\ | we.reſpedt cither 'Valour Proweſs, 
length of Reign,ats of-Chiyalry, or the multitiide of 


e 24, Son and-Heir * 


to be over ruld by the Queen his Wife , and had 
broken the Articles of Agreement made by the Parlia-- 4 
190132 I | "ment © -_ jy 


_  iInche way, umilach ey ook away, his Life "8 
Son Edward the 2 d 


DS nl 


Bur after this there fell another Accident much 
more notorious .” which was, That Richard Duke of 
Glouceſter , this King Edward's Brather', did pur to 
death.his two Nephews,and made himſelf King ; and 
tho he ated very barbarouſly, by raking the Crown 
ig this wicked manner, yet when his Nephews were 
once dead, he miglir reaſonably feem''ro'be lawful 
King, both in reſpe& that he was nexr Mile after his 
Brother ; as alſo, becauſe his Title' was authoriz'd 
and made good by many Ads of Parliament , both 
before and after the deaths of thoſe Tnfanrs ; and yet 
y think).no man will ſay bur, thar Hexry of Richmond 

ad very good reaſon to come ont of France, being 

Called and Invited by the Peopte of Engiard to re 
venge the Cruelties and Arbitrary things done by 
Richard the 3d; and that his undertaking was no lets 
ſucceſsful than genefodus,and obrain'd the Crown for 
his pains, after that” Richird had died in the Field; 
and became King by the name of Henry the 7:4 ; and 
no man([ ſuppoſe)will deny him to have been a true 
and lawfulKing. And moreover,as I fard before,l would 
have you conſider-in all theſe mutations, what Kings 
always ſucceeded in the places of futh as have been 
depos'd, as namely in Ezg/and, in the place of thoſe 
Five Kings before-mentioned viz.John, Edward the 2, 
Richard the 24, Henry the 6th, and Richard the 3d, 
there haye ſucceeded rhree Ferries the 34,4th,and7th, 
and 2 Edwards, the 34 and 47h ſome of them'meft 
rare and valiant Princes, who have done many ini- 

portant Acts in. their Commonivealth : was. 

OLNETS 
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home, dffcibured Eccleſiaſtical Dignivics, altered cho 
courſe of Deſcent in the Royal Blood, and the like ; 
all which was unjuſt, and is void ar this day, if the 


Changes; and Deprivations of the former 4; 
were notlawful;and conſcquently King, James the 67h 
of Scotland, nor any of his Deſcendents. had Title to 
this Crown, becauſe they delcend from thoſe Kings 
who were eleted in place of the deprived. And tnis 
I take to be a ſufficient proof, That lawful Kings 
have many times been lawfully depoſed by the States of 
the Kingdom, for Miſgoverument. | | 
Now I fuppoſe it will be readily granted, That this 
ample Authority has bcen actually exercifed by the - 
aforeſaid Commonwealths againſt rheir evil Princes : 
bur yer many perhaps will ask Qu#jare; by what 
Law or Right 2 I anſwer,By all Laws both Divine and 
Human : Diw4e,by that Form of Government which 
every Kingdom doth chuſe unto ir ſelf. , as allo the 
Conditions, Statutes and Limitations which. it fhall- 
appoint to their Princes, as largely before hath been 
declared : And by Human Law alſo ; being all Law, 
both Natural, National and Pofitive declares, That 
Princes are obliged to govern by Law and Order : For 
if they ſhould be bound.ro no Rules of Juſtice , but 
muſt be obeyed, be their Cammands never {© illegal 
and wicked then is the end of all Royal Government 
and Authority utterly defeated. and ufele(s; rhen 
may we ſubmir to all 'the Injuſtice and Arbitrary 
Commands thatcan | given to publick Murderers, 
Raviſhers, Thicygs and .Spoilers ,-to deyour us; for 
{uch indeed are, they. who follow .no Law,. but Paſ- 
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2 Arifihally, (which'is che eafortet all, and 
7 the very ground and foundation'of:al-Kingly|Authority 
among Chriſtians): the Poweri'and Authority which the 
Pringe hath. froni the Commonwealth js not abſfolute,buc 
a Power. delegate, or Power of Truft delegated by Com- 
miſſion-from the People,which is given with fuch Reſtri- 
&ions, Limitations and Conditions,” even wirh ſuch plain 
Protnifes and Oaths of borh parties, (l mean- betweeathe 
King and Pco, eat the day of Admiffion or Coronation) 
as if.the {ame be nor. kept, bur wilfully broken on eicher 
part, then is the other not bound to obſerve his Promiſe, 
tho? 'never ſo folemnly made or ſworn; for that in all 
Bargains, Agreements and Contracts, where each part is 
mucually and reciprocally bound to the other, by Oath, 
Vow or Condition,there if one party break his Promiſe, 
the other is not obl:ged to orfhcns Rad thisis ſo evident 
by all Law,both of Nature and Nations,and fo conform- 
able to;all Reaſon and Equity , that it's inſerted among 
the very; Rules of both the Civil and Law of Nations , 
where it's ſaid, Fruſtra fidem fibi quis poſtulat ſervari ab eo, . 
cut fidem & [e praſtitam [ervare 1ecuſat; He Coth in vain 
requirea Promiſe to bekepr to him by another,to whom 
he. refufeth to perform that which himſelf promiſed. 
And again, Non aſtringitur quis Jaramento adimplendum, 
quod juratuit, fi ab alia parte non 1mpletur, cujus reſpettu pre- 
buit furamemum; A man is not bound to perform that 
which by Oath he promiſed,if on the other part that be 
not pertormed, in re{pe& whereof his Oath was mads. 
As for Example, If two ſhould ſwear to afliſt each other 
upon the way in all reſpe&s, and after falling upon Ene- 
mies who were Relations or Friends'to one of them, and 
he ſhould take their part againſt his Companion,its clear 
that the other was not bound to-keep his Oath to that 
Man,that had ſo wickedly broken his to him: Nay, not 
only in this caſe,that is ſg evident by Nature-it felf, but 
-"3n many others alſo; it is both lawfut,” honeft and conve- 
nienc;to leave ſometimes the performance of'our Oath, 
when by fulfilling '*t, there would accrue-any notable 
Inconveniences againſt ns $Igbe Juſtice, Honeſty, 
orths weal-publick,or againſt the party himſelf ro whom 
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ie was made: AviF-one had fivorn to reſtore a Swords 
x mailor furious Man, wherewith it were likely he would > 
| - . deftroy himſelf orothers;and ſuch like cafes, which Geer © 
ſets down in his firſt Book of Offices , and deduces them 
from the very ground of Nature, and Reaſon it ſelf, and +» 
 Tays, that it were againſt theduty of a good or honeſt  - 
att, int ſuch cafes ro perform his Promiſe, Our Divines 
alſo do alledge' the Example of Hered, who had ſworn to 
the Daughter of Herodjas,to give her what ſhe demanded, 
who demanded the Head of S. Fohn Baptift , th6 Herod 
was ſorry far it; yet faith the Text, For bs Oaths ſake 
he commanded it to be performed ; which yet no man will 
deny, but that it had been far better left unperformed, 
according to the Rule of Law , In malis promiſſis 
nn expedit-cbſervare, It is not expedient to keep our Oath 
when unlawfully made. And inthe ſecond Part of the 
Decretal there's alledged this Sentence out of I/idorus, 
and eſtabliſh'd for Law, In malis promiſſis reſcinde fidem, 
in turpi voro muta decretum, impia enim promiſſo-que ſcelere 
impletur ; In evil Promiſes perform not your word, it 
an unlawful Vow or Oath change your determination'y 
for its an impious Promiſe that cannot be fulfilfd , but 
with Wickednefs. So as nothing is more largely handled 
both in the Civil and Canon'/Law, than this matter of 
Promiſes, how and when, and in what caſe they hold 
or bind, and when not. 
All which to apply to our matter of Kings; We are 
| to underſtand that two evident Caſes are touched here, 
when a Subjects Oath or Promiſe of Obedience may be . 
left unperform'd to his Prince : Thefirſt,when the Prince ' 
obſerves not the Promiſe or Oath made to the Common- + 
; wealth at his Admiſſion or Coronation ; the ſecond,when 
it ſhould turn to the great damage of the Weal-publick,. 
(for whoſe ſake only good Princes were ordain'd, as often 
before hath, been ſaid and proved) if the Subje& ſhould a 
keep his Promiſe and Oath made unto him.For if wy =. 
Opinion he is an Enemyto the Truth, and that his = 
gion obliges him in Conſcience to deftroy and extirpate. 2 
all that are not of it, ſhall atagainſt my Conſcience atid. 
fig damnably in the ſight of God, if I donor endeavolir 
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Mo rewder him incapable of deftojing cars chohpajs = 
EF . potof his own erroneous Qpimon,and of bringing them | > 
” to perdition,whereia 1 amperſwaded he a This - 

Doria is founded upon the diſcourſe of S. Pau! to'the 

Romans and Corinthians, [againſt ſuch Clifiſtians as were 

invited to the Banquets and Lables of Gemzi/es,and finding 

Meats offered toldpls (which they eſteemed unlawful to 
at) did: yetratthe fame againſt their ownJudgmen; and 

gf A AY the Apoſtle faich was a damnable Six ; 
not- becauſe-the. thing it felf was evil or unlawful, but 
becauſe they judg'd it fo andyer did it. 

F if a4 now to apply allthis co our. preſent purpoſe , 1 
afh;m-and hold, That for any man to give his help,con- 
ſenx, or aftiſftance.to.che making or upholding of a King, 

* whom he believes to be of a wrong Religian, and .ob- 
liged to root our and extirpate thoſe he thinks Hereticks, 
and who conſ{cquently will endeavour all he can to pro- 

mate itand ruin ours, Qui Liberties,Properties,and what 

UC valuable tous,is a molt grievous'and damnaile Sin. 

For if S.Peub has plainly and abſolutely prenounc'd inthe 

lacs before alledged,thateven incacing a picce of Mzat, 

that irs damnable for a man to diſcern and yer eat:What 
-naay we-think will it be in ſo great and important a 
- matter 8s the making of a King is,for a man to diſſemble 
.or a&t againſ} his own Conſcience or Judgment ? chat is 
to lay, to diſcern and judge thar hz's a declared Enemy 
-of our Religion,and obliged to deſtroy the Profeſſors of 
i; and yet to further or uphold his Authority and Go- 
-yerament over Proteſtants,where he may be able to ruin 
.or pervert many , and. to obſtrudt all Honour and true 
Worſhip, due to God ? and whether he docs this or noc, 
;yet I ſhall be guilty of it all; for thit knowing and per- 
1wading my felfthathe is like ar diſpoſed to do it by the 
. Priaciples of his Religion,yer for fear,flattery,careteinef, 
emulation againſt others,vain- pretence of Title, want of 
«cal RG trus Religion and Worſhip, 'or for ſuch 

-o6ber paſlicns or temporal reſpeRs, I farour or furtherhis 

 - Pretenccs, of do at refift him whenit's in my power,by 

which I do juſtly make my ſelf guilty of all the Evils, 

-. >. Milosies and :Calamicies both Temporal 'and Spi ul, j 
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gorwithftanding afift his” promotion. - Ard thisumnach 
for tharter of Conſttence. - 3: 2794 0 OO TRY 
' Bur if werefſpet Reaſon of State alſo and Worldly we 
Policy, it muſt be great folly and overſight for a mani to' 2 

promaets'toa Kingdom,in whictthe muff live, one of {fs 
pernicious and deſtractive Religion: to himfelf; for let 
the Bargains and Agreements be what they will,and fair 
Promiſes and vain Hopes never ſo 'great, yet ſeeing the 
Prince once made and ſetled, muſt needs proceed accord- 
ing to the Principles of that Religion, andeonſfeq y 2 
muſt ſoon break with- the other Party, tho ret a3 
lovedhinmever'ſo well; (which/perhaps is very hard, if *' 7 
fot impoſfible , for two of fo oppoſite Religions t&lbve 
y ſincerely ;) but if it were f6,many ſtſpicions,accuſttions, 
a calumniations and other averſtons maſt needs Hght or 
the Party, who is of ſo oppoſite and different Religi 
from his King, as not only he cannot he-capable of fi 
reterments and honours - which he may defire-znd, 48: 
4 fre in his Country , but alſo he ſhall be in continual. 
" danger, and ſubjed to a thouſand Moteſtations and Injiti 
ries, always incident to thoſe men who are not currant 
with the courſe of their Prince in matters of Religion : 
Which to remedy,they muſt either diffemble deeply,and 
againit cheir own Conſcience pretend co favourand for- 
war@the Deligas of the Government , how pernicious 
ſocver they may be to the welfare of the Kingdom; of 
elſe to avoid this ſlaviſh difſtmulation,they muſt wave all 
.the temporal Commodities of this life, and fave the be 
nefits which their Country might atford them, and live. 
Exiles in a forein Kingdom ; which has been the fare of 
many brave Men in our time : So as of 'all the diſabilities A 
which ſerveto exclude or remove a Prince; the adherinj . 
EC to ſodeltruRive and pernicious aReligionasPopeyy is,is th Y 
'F principle,and oughe to be the firſt andchiefeſtehing cor 
ſider'd by the Commonwealth ; eſpecially he being'&f bt 
that Religion whichdenjes all charity; peace, happitnes, 3 
. or ſ2curity of Lite or Property to ſuch as ate” ee W. 4 
Communion ; whoſe growth and increaſe the State hath 
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